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Cc: Minister Norma Foley 

Dear Minister O’Gorman, 

The Board of the Catholic Primary Schools Management Association has 
instructed me to write to you regarding remarks you made recently on 
transgender issues and schools.  

The Irish Independent (Jan 2, 2023) reported that “Primary school children should 
be educated about what it means to be transgender, Children’s Minister Roderic 
O’Gorman has said. The Green Party minister told the Irish Independent that 
primary school children should have an “understanding” of diversity. Asked if 
school children should be taught more about what it means to be transgender, the 
minister said “absolutely”, adding it was important to refine the school curriculum 
to ensure pupils “are getting an understanding of diversity”. When asked if this 
applied not only to secondary schools pupils but also to those at primary level, he 
said: “I think it’s important that primary school children as well have an 
understanding of the diversity of our society.”1 

Respect is fundamental to our Ethos and the Ethos of all Catholic Schools. CPSMA 
shares your belief that primary school children should have an understanding of 
the diversity of our society and furthermore believes that children should be 
taught to respect all human beings, who are, we believe, made in the image and 
likeness of God.  

CPSMA has worked (for many years now) with a significant number of schools to 
ensure that children who are gender questioning are treated with respect, 

                                                      
1 ‘Transgender issues should be part of primary curriculum,’ says Children’s Minister Roderic O’Gorman - 
Independent.ie 
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consideration and support as they navigate these issues. It is not, in general, a 
major issue or source of controversy in our schools.  

However, CPSMA believe that it is neither prudent, nor age appropriate, to 
attempt to teach primary school children about “what it means to be transgender”. 

Firstly, the science is far from settled on this matter, there is no scientific 
consensus on the cause (or causes) of gender dysphoria, and there is currently an 
intense international debate on the appropriate treatment of children with gender 
dysphoria2. For example, the affirmative care model has recently been rejected in  
Sweden, Finland, the Netherlands and the UK. 

Secondly, there is mounting evidence of psychological contagion. In the UK, the 
numbers of children referred to the Gender Identity Development Service rose 
from 50 a year in 2009 to 2,500 in 2020.3  

Significantly, this increase in referrals was accompanied by a change in the case-
mix from predominantly birth-registered males presenting with gender 
incongruence from an early age, to predominantly birth-registered females 
presenting with later onset of reported gender incongruence in early teen years.4  

In addition, approximately one third of children and young people referred to 
GIDS have autism or other types of neurodiversity. There is also an over-
representation percentage wise (compared to the national percentage) of children 
who are in care or adopted. 5 

While increased social acceptance of a previously stigmatized condition may play a 
role in this process, transgender identity is now reported among young natal 
females at rates that clearly exceed all known statistics to date6,strongly 
suggesting that psychological contagion is a contributing factor to phenomena. 

Finally, as you yourself have noted trans issues have become an issue of intense, 
even “vicious” debate.  

                                                      
2 Independent review of gender identity services for children and young people: Interim report February 2022 
p16 (Cass Report) 
3 de Graaf, N.M., Giovanardi, G., Zitz, C. et al. Sex Ratio in Children and Adolescents Referred to the 
Gender Identity Development Service in the UK (2009–2016). Arch Sex Behav 47, 1301–1304 (2018). 
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4 ibid 
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young people in a gender identity development service. Clin Child Psychol Psychiatry. 2019 
Jan;24(1):112-128. doi: 10.1177/1359104518791657. Epub 2018 Aug 11. PMID: 30101601. 
6 https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/culture-mind-and-brain/201811/why-is-transgender-identity-the-
rise-among-teens 
 



In this context it is interesting to note that the NCCA is recent report on the 
Consultation on the Draft Junior Cycle SPHE Curriculum noted on its feedback 
from parents that  

“The most common cause of concern related to references to gender identities within 
the draft specification. A number of parents who responded to the survey or who 
sent email submissions pointed out that gender identity is a highly contested and 
sensitive topic. Some assert that this topic should not be included in the 
curriculum, as they hold the view that it may lead to questioning, confusion and 
even harm for some adolescents’7 

Your suggestion therefore that we teach primary children “ what it means to be 
transgender” would require to teach something about which there is neither a 
scientific nor social consensus to highly impressionable young children at a time 
when there is growing evidence of psychological contagion.  

We believe such a policy would be counterproductive, generating unnecessary 
divisions in school communities where none now exists, but more seriously might 
add to a growing psychological contagion amongst young and vulnerable children.  

We believe a more prudent and sensible policy is to teach children to respect every 
human being, and to allow children to be children. We should not prematurely 
introduce children to complex and sensitive topics around which there is no 
scientific or medical consensus.   

We would therefore ask, respectfully, that you reconsider your proposal. 

Yours sincerely  

 

Seamus Mulconry  
General Secretary  
 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
7 https://ncca.ie/media/5914/report-on-the-consultation-on-the-draft-junior-cycle-sphe-curriculum.pdf 


