
State of Michigan Dept. of Attorney General
Katharyn A. Barron
Division Chief
Consumer Protection Division
P.O. Box 30213
Lansing, Michigan 48909

AG No.: 2019-0245802-A

April 8, 2019

Dear Katharyn Barron,

We are in receipt of your letter dated April 1, 2019 (and received April 5th) regarding the false
claim by Marc Brammer that he was “defrauded” by our organization.

We categorically reject his charge as false, and will amply demonstrate why below. At the heart
of the matter is this: Mr. Brammer gave a donation to our organization, which he is now claiming
to have been an “investment” we must repay. At no point in our relationship has he ever claimed
his donation was a business investment from which he expected financial returns.

Opening Summary

For the sake of brevity, please allow me a short opening to summarize the details below.

● In 2008, Mr. Brammer contributed as a donation a sum of $125,000 to this apostolate
founded in 2006.

● A business relationship was formed to handle the collection and payment of supporters.
● That relationship ended in 2012 and Mr. Brammer never asked any questions about his

donation.
● In 2012, Mr. Brammer devised a plan to defraud the IRS in order to recoup some of his

donation — a plan I and another donor refused to be party to.
● In 2015, Mr. Brammer responded with gratitude to my public thanks for his financial

generosity to this apostolate.
● From 2012–2016, Mr. Brammer maintained a very friendly personal relationship with me

and the apostolate, never speaking about recouping from us any “investment.”
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● Mr. Brammer has been a well-connected member of Opus Dei, a Catholic group, which
became increasingly dissatisfied with the work of this apostolate for our exposing of
corruption and scandal among Catholic Church bishops and priests.

● In April 2016, Mr. Brammer, we believe in concert with Opus Dei in New York City, as
well as with the help of a now-excommunicated Opus Dei priest, attempted to extort and
blackmail me personally using my sexual past in order to gain control of the apostolate.

● Mr. Brammer and the now-excommunicated priest conspired with a close associate to
publish a calumnious book about me, which Brammer now points to as “proof” in his
email to the attorney general’s office.

● Mr. Brammer has over the years suffered from an alcohol problem and entertained
grandiose ideas. Those ideas included using this apostolate and his association with it to
increase its visibility (as well as his own).

● Mr. Brammer was terminated from his secular employment with Moody’s directly
because of his public association with this apostolate.

● Brammer took seven years to make any legal claim of having been “defrauded” by this
apostolate.

● Greed, revenge and a desire to please Opus Dei — all of which are demonstrable in
written documentation — are Brammer’s motives behind his false claim that he’s been
“defrauded.”

Founding of St. Michael’s Media
In 2006, I, Michael Voris, began the Michigan non-profit organization St. Michael’s Media
(apostolate), which was later granted 501(c)3 status by the IRS. The mission/purpose of the
apostolate was to educate viewers (television and later internet) on Catholic teaching on a wide
range of subjects and theological areas.

After having become established as a reputable organization, we were contacted by phone in
February 2008 by Mr. Brammer. He said he was impressed with our work, which he had
discovered online, and he wanted to explore the possibility of becoming more involved and
supportive.

He invited me to his residence in South Bend, Indiana and arranged for me to speak at a small
gathering of Catholic men at a religious house near the campus of University of Notre Dame.
Our professional relationship grew into friendship, and I made numerous visits to South Bend
over the years from 2008–2016, with Mr. Brammer extending such courtesies as providing much
sought-after tickets to multiple Notre Dame football games. Likewise, he visited us in Ferndale,
Michigan a number of  times.

$250,000 Donation
In July/August of 2008, in support of our mission, Mr. Brammer donated $250,000. Half of that
amount — $125,000 — was given directly to my for-profit company, Concept Productions, LLC
(of which I was sole owner), and the other $125,000 was given to a New York City-based web
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developer company (Amigo Inc.) to create a website, which eventually came to be known as
www.realcatholictv.com, and which was owned by Mr. Brammer.

I not only thanked him and his entire family for their “sacrifice” in the acknowledgements section
of my first book Militant (see Attachment A), but texted him near Christmas 2015, where he
thanked me for “the Brammer family reference in the acknowledgements section. We are all in
this together.” (See Attachment B)

In that text string, I replied that without his and his wife’s generosity, the effort would not have
been as successful as it was then becoming.

Expressions like “sacrifice” and “generosity” are not the language or vocabulary of business
investments, nor do business investors speak in this manner. The publication of that book
(Militant) was in 2015, three year after the end of our business relationship. If Mr. Brammer had
considered his donation to have been an “investment,” he certainly had a strange way of
speaking about it — and accepting my published references about it, both during as well as
years after the fact.

Likewise, in 2010, another donor/benefactor, Terry Carroll of Texas, contacted us in the same
manner looking to help with our work. He eventually ended up donating a sum total of close to
$300,000 and became heavily involved in our work, especially in relationship with Mr. Brammer.
The two of them, as men who had again donated healthy sums to the enterprise, spoke
hundreds of times on the phone at length with each other and exchanged emails too numerous
to count.

They saw themselves as accepted spiritual allies and partners in our efforts of evangelization.
Mr. Carroll can confirm that at no point during the years he and Mr. Brammer communicated
with each other did Mr. Brammer ever speak of a financial “investment” on his part. (Written
testimony provided if required.)

Mr. Brammer never presented his initial donation to our efforts in Ferndale of $125,000 as an
“investment” to either Mr. Carroll or me. And neither of us had any reason to think that. The
money was given from Mr. Brammer as a donation, and understood by me as only a donation,
just as Mr. Carroll had made donations, and as I had made my own donation from my retirement
savings to establish the apostolate, and just as many others have made donations.

Additionally, Mr. Brammer told me at the time that he was intending to use the total of $250,000
as a tax write-off. Whether he actually did this or not, I have no idea.

Business Relationship
Mr. Brammer and I formed a business relationship to handle the collection of funds. It was
straightforward. Mr. Brammer formed his own legal entity in Indiana (Greenstar, LLC, named
after a local pub he frequented) and contracted the services of Concept (my business). The
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services were for the purposes of providing theological/cultural/spiritual commentary and news
reports in video format (with occasional written support) to his website www.realcatholictv.com,
which also operated for a while under the name of www.realcatholic.tv, a play-off the
then-popular use of the word “real” in media.

From the outset, Mr. Brammer understood from me that we would need more staff to produce
the volume of material we expected. That was the sole reason for Mr. Brammer’s donation of
$125,000 — for Concept to hire workers to meet the demand, which is what the money was
used for.

As the videos were being produced daily and weekly, they would populate the site of
realcatholictv.com, over which he had granted us complete editorial and near-functional control,
while he maintained ownership.

The business plan was to create sufficient revenue in due course through a $10/month
subscription model, eventually allowing the enterprise to be able to pay for itself. The site was
coded in such a way that subscribers would sign up on the site and pay for their subscriptions
through PayPal. Mr. Brammer collected those monthly fees through his Greenstar company, and
then he transferred the full amount of monthly funds to Concept on a regular basis.

The money collected was used to pay expenses for Concept to produce the video material —
largely worker pay and equipment, but also the normal costs of doing business, i.e., rent,
utilities, et al.

This routine business relationship continued month after month for approximately four years. We
produced videos for the realcatholictv.com website and worked diligently to increase awareness
of the site as well as increase subscribers.

Mr. Brammer understood and spoke often about the reality that the website was his contribution
— to the mission of the Church in general and to our apostolate in particular. He spoke in these
terms frequently to me, Mr. Carroll and other staff members when he was in Michigan.

At no point in this years-long relationship — and even for years after the formal business
relationship was concluded — did Mr. Brammer ever speak of an “investment” or “being owed”
or “having ownership” of the assets of videos, cameras, computers, editing equipment or so
forth. Frankly, if Mr. Brammer had ever spoken in terms of his donation being an “investment,”
which of course would be expected to produce a return, I would have laughed at the idea.

The entire endeavor, while increasing in subscriptions, was always struggling financially and
was never in a position to make dividends or interest payments on any investment — imagined
or real.
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The business relationship came to an end in the summer of 2012, when Church authorities in
Detroit asked us to remove the name/word “Catholic” from the realcatholictv.com website. After
much back and forth with ecclesiastical authorities (of which we have substantial documentation
as proof), Brammer and I agreed that the headache of dealing with intrusive clerics into a
completely lay-led effort was too much bother and decided to end realcatholictv.com as a
hosting website.

I created a new website under the full control of my apostolate, and began airing the usual
videos on that site — www.churchmilitant.com — where things remain today seven years later.
All the videos and any related material shared a joint copyright of St. Michael’s Media and/or
Concept Productions. At no time during our business relationship did Mr. Brammer or his
Greenstar company have any ownership claim to the content we produced for his site. From a
business perspective, he had paid Concept for distribution rights to our videos in the hopes that
they would continue to increase in popularity and lead to the apostolate’s becoming
self-sufficient through increasing monthly subscriptions. From a spiritual perspective, his
contribution was to further the cause of the mission.

An Attempt to Defraud the IRS
Shortly after realcatholictv.com was shut down, Mr. Brammer sent an email to Mr. Carroll and
me with a plan to try and recoup some of his original donation through an idea/plan that
immediately struck us as strange because it made false assertions.

As an aside, if Mr. Brammer believed he had made an investment in 2008, why did he not
simply ask for it back in 2012, or make his fallacious claim back then that he had been
“defrauded”? The truth is that he knew he had not been defrauded because his original money
was a donation. Instead, he concocted a scheme that looked like an attempt to try and defraud
the IRS to “get back” some of his original donation.

Mr. Carroll in fact suspected the idea may have been illegal and sought professional counsel
from a well-established and respected CPA. The CPA’s conclusion was exactly that — that Mr.
Brammer was looking to perpetrate fraud on the IRS in order to recover some of his original
donation. (See Attachment C)

The fraud was designed to make it appear as if Mr. Brammer was going to execute a promissory
note with me, whereby I would promise to pay $325,000 for all the videos my company had
produced and for the assets of St. Michael’s Media. (Brammer insisted that his attorney said this
sort of thing was done “all the time” and was common.)

Then Mr. Brammer would, in a “side agreement,” forgive my $325,000 debt and claim the
amount as a tax deduction to a charitable organization. (See Attachment D). In fact, on advice
from the CPA hired by Mr. Carroll, I refused to sign the promissory note or to be engaged in any
way in committing tax fraud.
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In retaliation, Mr. Brammer withheld the monthly money he had collected on behalf of our
organization through realcatholictv.com for a period of two or three months. (See Attachment E).
He at last relented and transferred the money into our account after Mr. Carroll told him what he
was doing in withholding the money, as well as trying to defraud the IRS, was immoral and
unethical. He also at that time or shortly after voluntarily surrendered ownership of the “digital
keys” as well as the domain of his realcatholictv.com website to us so that we would control it in
lieu of some third party, who might do harm to a burgeoning brand. For clarity, he freely handed
this over, asked for no compensation, and none was given. His act of freely handing over the
only asset he actually did control, the domain — realcatholictv.com — does not accord with the
expected behavior of an alleged investor who believes himself to be “defrauded.”

None of the assets of the apostolate ever belonged in any form to Mr. Brammer personally or to
Greenstar corporately. But in the calumnious book published by his anti-semitic friend E.
Michael Jones (included in the hyperlink in Brammer’s March 17th email to you), he presents
the lie that he owned the assets, and spins from there that he was and is still owed hundreds of
thousands of dollars and thus was “defrauded” by our organization. All of this is categorically
false and Mr. Brammer has no proof to back up his claims.

Mr. Brammer’s wife Linda told me that her reason for okaying the $250,000 donation from her
husband was so that a Catholic venture like ours would be something her teenage sons could
become involved in and learn well. For a number of weeks in the summer of 2010 (if I recall the
year correctly), the Brammers’ son, Johnny, came and lived at my house and worked daily at
our production studios. He was eager and interested and learned much.

Involvement of NYC Organization Opus Dei
Mr. Brammer is a longtime member of a Catholic organization called Opus Dei (whose U.S.
headquarters is in New York City), an outfit that operates frequently in secrecy and has come
under scrutiny from various Catholics who have entertained suspicions on various levels about
the organization. Recent press reports have even pointed to a possible issue of sexual
predation and efforts with some leadership to cover up or deny the scandal. (See Attachment F)

Mr. Brammer’s relationship to Opus Dei is vital to understand because it also explains to a large
degree his motive for making a claim of being “defrauded” by me and the apostolate. In fact, the
excommunicated priest we referred to in our introductory note (who broke the seal of confession
with regard to my sexual past, which Mr. Brammer used against me in an attempt to extort me)
was likewise an associate of Opus Dei.

Mr. Brammer was operating in concert with this organization and alludes to it in one of his
emails cited in the Jones book when he states, “if NYC gets wind of this ...” (location 694 in
kindle version). This is further attested to in a “smoking gun” text (see Attachment G) between
Mr. Brammer and Mr. Carroll which occurred the night after his extortion plot failed. Mr Brammer
explicitly says, “I have now been asked to fly to NYC Wed.” He also confesses in the same text
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that he was receiving instructions to “Convince Voris to retire and allow you to repurpose this
venture …”

Mr. Brammer was a frequent visitor at Opus Dei headquarters in NYC and even recently
secured an official role in the organization in the Midwest helping raise funds for the
organization. Mr. Brammer has longstanding relationships with various well-known and
influential members of Opus Dei in the Catholic media world.

Opus Dei operates in part by staying in the good graces of bishops, whose permission they
need in order to exist and operate and raise funds within the bishop’s diocese. Part of remaining
in their good graces includes a practice of never publicly criticizing any members of the
hierarchy. Public knowledge of Mr. Brammer’s support of our apostolate as well as his donation,
along with the senior role an Opus Dei associate priest had in the apostolate, became a source
of serious concern for the U.S. leadership of Opus Dei. Mr. Brammer told me personally on
various occasions that “NYC” was not fond of this apostolate for continually publishing videos
critical of the hierarchy. They feared the very public connection between one of their members
(Mr. Brammer) and one of their clergy (the now-excommunicated priest) could jeopardize their
favorable standing with various U.S. bishops.

This helps to explain why Mr. Brammer was working behind the scenes to destroy both my
reputation and the work of this apostolate. In the years following the end of our business
relationship (2012) but continuing friendship, the work of the apostolate became much more
aggressive in highlighting the sexual scandals and cover-ups within the Church. This did not sit
well with Mr. Brammer’s Opus Dei connections, which he told me personally during those years
— and as he admits in the attached text string. With whatever authority they may have
exercised over him, he acceded to their request to “fly to NYC” and give an account of his failed
plot to oust me from my apostolate.

Thus Mr. Brammer’s double motive for contacting the Michigan Attorney General’s office is
exposed. He wanted to exercise a “money grab,” as was already evidenced by his apparent
attempt to defraud the IRS; and his long-time association with Opus Dei, who knew about his
plan and were to some degree supportive of it.

Attempted Extortion
In April of 2016, Mr. Brammer called me to verify some information he had been told regarding
my past. He asked me whether I had once been involved in a homosexual lifestyle. I answered
that yes, I had, but that it was in the past and it was no longer an issue for me. He responded, “If
I had known you had lived a gay lifestyle, I would never have given you the money.”

Certain events in that same month of April 2016 need to be clearly laid out and understood. Mr.
Brammer was given details of my past from a Catholic priest (Opus Dei) who broke the seal of
confession in doing so. This priest was very recently excommunicated for his actions,
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considered a grave violation of his priestly duties. What is important here is the timeline of
events related to the priest and Mr. Brammer, precipitating Mr. Brammer’s actions.

Mr. Brammer and the priest conspired in early April 2016, a fact provable in multiple emails and
testimonies from other involved parties, to blackmail me about my past and force me to resign.
Mr. Brammer’s stated motive for this was so that he could “gain control of the assets” of the
apostolate — something he told openly to others involved in the plot, at least one of whom
would willingly provide sworn testimony.

The priest, in breaking the seal of confession for his own psychological reasons, then joined
with Mr. Brammer in an effort to depose me, either through his “spiritual counsel” and
manipulation, or through Mr. Brammer’s extortion — which was at least supported by his Opus
Dei connections in NYC. On numerous occasions during the month of April 2016, in both written
and spoken communications, Mr. Brammer flatly stated that he would disclose my past if I did
not step aside and give him control of the assets. He made these assertions to me and others.
He even presented me with a specific deadline. (I am uncertain how this is anything other than
extortion — the threat to publicly discredit a person in exchange for monetary gain seems to be
the very definition of extortion. The fact that an organization like Opus Dei would have a hand in
this to whatever degree would certainly seem to implicate them as well.)

This is a very key point because never before, until the priest broke the seal of confession, had
Mr. Brammer ever claimed to anyone that he had ownership in any of the assets. Why did he
wait four years to make such a claim of any kind? And why has he waited seven years to
present this information to the Michigan Attorney General’s office?

Shortly after these events, he conspired with E. Michael Jones, a life-long friend of Mr.
Brammer’s on whose board he sits, to write a scurrilous and fantastic tale that I had “defrauded”
him, using my sexual past against me. Mr. Brammer knows that his claims of being defrauded
are complete fabrications, and while the spiritual aspect of all this is not a concern to the
Michigan Attorney General’s office, it should be of deep concern for Mr. Brammer and his loved
ones. What he is engaging in is deeply immoral, and all immorality must be accounted and
atoned for — in this life or the next.

The simple truth is obvious: Again, as stated in the emails and the text of the Jones book itself,
Brammer claims he felt deceived because he was unaware of my past, and on
discovery/confirmation from the priest, who violated the seal of confession by exposing my past,
then, and only then, did Mr. Brammer invent a claim of ownership and investment in my
apostolate out of which he falsely claims to have been “defrauded.” I believe he did this in some
type of coordination with Opus Dei headquarters in NYC.

Mr. Brammer’s Personal Problems and Termination From Moody
In, I believe, January of 2011, Mrs. Brammer (Linda, his wife) called me privately and asked if I
could speak to her husband about what was becoming a severe drinking problem of his. She
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said she would not have involved me except that her husband was regularly showing up with
her at Church events, becoming inebriated and loudly bragging about how “realcatholictv” was
“gonna take over the world” and other such drunken assertions.

I was disturbed to hear of these stories and agreed to meet Mr. Brammer in my hotel in
Washington D.C., where I was staying for apostolate-related work for the weekend. Mr.
Brammer and I spoke at length, and he revealed that he was dissatisfied in his career and
wanted to do some other work in his later years — “something for the Church,” what he termed
“an encore career,” a phrase I thought at the time somewhat unique. He used that phrase
frequently, and I recall saying to him that it had the ring of “corporate America.”

Mr. Brammer’s drinking reduced somewhat in the following months, but Mr. Carroll later
informed me that Mr. Brammer was drinking again, even heavily, oftentimes lamenting his
dissatisfaction with his career at his current job, Moody's. Mr. Brammer called me one afternoon
and told me Moody’s had fired him for his involvement with realcatholictv.com. He told me that
his employers did not like his involvement with an outfit that took controversial stands.

Following his firing, Mr. Brammer told Mr. Carroll that he believed everything “in Detroit”
belonged to him and he wanted his money back. Mr. Carroll’s response was essentially that
none of it belonged to Mr. Brammer anymore than it belonged to Mr. Carroll — a donation is a
donation and a claim to it of any kind did not exist. Mr. Brammer did not challenge the assertion.

Conclusion
For eight years — the first four of which involved a professional, spiritual and social relationship
between Mr. Brammer and me — Mr. Brammer never once hinted that he considered his
donation to be an “investment” in which he expected financial returns. He never spoke in those
terms to anyone, in fact, whether to me, the staff, my father (who would always go out of his way
when Mr. Brammer was visiting to thank him for his donation) or Terry Carroll, who was also a
donor.

The four years following the end of our business relationship, we still maintained a spiritual and
social relationship, with me frequently visiting and staying overnight at his house, having meals
paid for by him and his wife and so forth. At one point, their son Johnny had gotten into a
dust-up with local law enforcement and Mr. Brammer asked if I would write a letter to the court
vouching for his son, which I happily did.

Again, three years after the business relationship ended, Mr. Brammer thanked me for my
public acknowledgment in my book to him for his “sacrifice,” continued to frequently entertain
me in his house, stayed in regular contact with me, provided tickets to me for Notre Dame
football games, asked me to vouch for his son in a legal situation and arranged for the son of
one of our staff to get his son’s older vehicle for one dollar. Not a single thing he said or action
he conducted corresponds to those of a man who believed he had been “defrauded” out of
hundreds of thousands of dollars, as he currently and falsely claims. The reason why is because
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he had not been defrauded in any way, shape or form. In fact, some members of his own family
— his adult daughter and his brother — have been regular contributors/donors to us over these
many years.

Thank you for your time and attention. My apologies for the length of this, but in the interest of
all the truth being presented, it was necessary. Please also find all appropriate supporting
attachments.

If you need further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Michael Voris
President & CEO
St. Michael’s Media / Church Militant
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