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   DIOCESE OF YOUNGSTOWN 
  
 
 
 
 
 

January 19, 2022 
 
 
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 
 
 
Dear Monsignors, Reverend Fathers and Deacons, 
 

I am writing this letter as your spiritual father and Bishop about something that we are so privileged to 
do, and yet, we do it so often we can so easily take it for granted.  I am speaking about standing at the pulpit and 
preaching the Word of God to the faithful.  
 

Article #65 of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal states: “The Homily is part of the Liturgy 
and is highly recommended, for it is necessary for the nurturing of the Christian life.  It should be an 
explanation of some aspect of the readings from Sacred Scripture or of another text from the Ordinary or the 
Proper of the Mass of the day and should take into account both the mystery being celebrated and the particular 
needs of the listeners.” 
 

In “The Joy of the Gospel,” Pope Francis addresses the Homily and Homiletic Preparation.  In Article 
#138, Pope Francis writes, “The homily cannot be a form of entertainment like those presented by the media, 
yet it does need to give life and meaning to the celebration…When preaching takes place within the context of 
the liturgy, it is part of the offering made to the Father and a mediation of the grace which Christ pours out 
during the celebration.  This context demands that preaching should guide the assembly, and the preacher, to a 
life-changing communion with Christ in the Eucharist.  This means that the words of the preacher must be 
measured, so that the Lord, more than his minister, will be the center of attention.” 
 

In Article # 143 of the same document, Pope Francis writes about the unifying aspect of preaching. “The 
preacher has the wonderful but difficult task of joining loving hearts, the hearts of the Lord and his people.” 
 

In Article #152 Pope Francis writes, “The spiritual reading of a text must start with its literal sense. 
Otherwise we can easily make the text say what we think is convenient, useful for confirming us in our previous 
decisions, suited to our own patterns of thought. Ultimately this would be tantamount to using something sacred 
for our own benefit and then passing on this confusion to God’s people.  We must never forget that sometimes 
‘even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light’ (2 Cor 11:14).” 
 

My point in sharing these teachings is to underline the sacredness of preaching.  The pulpit is not a 
platform for our personal agenda, political ideology or opinion.  The pulpit is God’s altar where we are fed by 
his Word.  As preachers it is incumbent upon us to prayerfully prepare our homilies and to deliver them in a 
way that we build up the Church and not divide it.  We also need to be preachers who preach the Truth. 
 

As you know, we live in troubled times marked by harsh political rhetoric and deep polarization all of 
which has affected not only our country but also our families and churches.  We are also in a time of pandemic 
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that has given rise to great division concerning face coverings and vaccines.  In our humanness, we can 
sometimes get drawn into these matters in an unhealthy way.  
 

Sadly, it has been brought to my attention that some of our preachers have been using the pulpit and 
homily time to speak about the vaccine, political ideologies and partisan agendas at the expense of God’s Word.   
Such behavior is an abuse of preaching and goes against the grain of current Church teaching.  I want to remind 
you that the Holy Father, the USCCB, and the Ohio Bishops have endorsed the vaccines for the common good.  
Recently our Holy Father noted that the vaccine is a moral obligation for Catholics. 
 

Whether you choose to be vaccinated or not is your choice. While I strongly encourage everyone to be 
vaccinated, I am not issuing a mandate.  As your bishop, however, I want to underline the sacredness of the 
pulpit and the privilege of preaching.  All preaching must be geared toward following Church teaching and 
building up the Body of Christ. 
 

I want to state unequivocally that I will no longer condone abuses in this area.  If I am made aware that 
any clergy is using the pulpit to promote political opinions and denouncing current Church teaching, I will have 
no other recourse than to revoke their faculty to preach.   We all have opinions however as a priest and leader of 
the community at prayer our message has to be that of Jesus Christ and the Gospel.   
 

I remind you of the upcoming Preaching Workshop that will take place the week of March 14, 2022.   
Fr. Balash will be sending more information and I hope you will make every effort to participate in this 
opportunity. 
 

Finally, I was called to be your bishop in the aftermath of the last Presidential election which divided 
our nation.  In so many ways, we are still divided.  I chose as my Episcopal Motto, “That All May Be One.”  
That is my prayer for you and faithful of our diocese; that we will work together to realize this prayer while 
respecting our unique differences, for unity is not uniformity.  Together, let us pray, “That all may be one.” 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 

           
Most Reverend David J. Bonnar 
Bishop of Youngstown 
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