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ichael Sherry says
that what brought
him to the apostolate
was “spiritual
discernment.” He left his
previous job in 2012 to
“do what God wanted me to do.” He
prayed a lot to find the path God
wanted him to go down. God did
answer his prayers when he received
an email from Church Militant about
job openings. Initially, Mike (or Sherry,
as he is affectionately called) applied
to be a video editor, and wanted to
hear back within a week if this is what
God wanted him to do. Sure enough
he did; God answered his prayers
again. He was given one interview,
and after that, asked God that if this is
what he was meant to do, that he be
called back for a second. He was
called back and was given the job.
Switching roles and three years later,
Sherry helped develop the Technology
Department, as it wasn’t much in the
beginning. He is “always trying to stay
open to what God wants [him] to do,”
and is “focused on his mission.” He
really enjoys working here at CM and
says “everyone is a Godsend and a
blessing to work with.” There are
many good people and good times to
be found here. He likes to watch
Father Brown and courtroom dramas
in his free time. At home he takes care
of his mom and spends time with his
cat named Kitten. His musical tastes
are vast and range anywhere from
music from the 1930s to Eminem.

D

eonta Dux has
been around the
apostolate his whole life.
He has known Michael
Voris since he was age
five because his older
brother worked with Michael when
Church Militant first started. Having
these ties, he applied to work here
himself. Deonta started working full
time for us a few months ago in the
Technology Department. At 18, he’s
just finished up his high school
education on his own, as he was
homeschooled his whole life. That did
not stop him from being social. He is
an avid soccer player and likes
hanging out with his friends. Listening
to music, being active on social media,
and nature watching are other things
he enjoys doing. When asked about
the apostolate, Deonta says it’s “a
good atmosphere. I like the people
here. It’s a great workplace.” He also
likes daily prayer, as it has helped him
“have a better prayer life.” He plans on
applying to a trade school in the future
to further his education.

There are a couple spaces left!
Take this opportunity to experience
Rome as every Catholic should.

Russ Voris - 60 Years a Catholic
Father, friend, advisor, evangelist, grandpa …
These are just a few simple words to
describe a man who has helped countless
people understand the more complex issues
of their lives. Who could this be? Why, the
one and only Russ Voris, of course! Father
extraordinaire to the other one and only,
Michael Voris!

Russ celebrated his 60th anniversary of
becoming a Catholic on July 27, 2017
The CM staff held a special celebration in his
honor, marking the past 60 years since Russ
entered the Holy Catholic Church. Thus
began his journey of becoming a solid,
knowledgeable and well-read Catholic, as
well as using that wisdom to imitate Christ in
his relationships with all blessed enough to
cross paths with him.
That date of July 27, 1957 was the start of a
lifelong striving for the straight and narrow
path to Heaven, not only for himself, but for
his family, friends and all those whose lives
he touches. As one of those friends, News
Department Head Christine Niles puts it
perfectly: “His desire to be a saint is
genuine.”
Of course, his trek was not always smooth,
but, as is the case with most of us, it’s often
a more than bumpy road, filled with the potholes of life, ready to swallow us up at any
moment without our even realizing it, until
it’s too late. Perhaps Russ is so relatable
precisely because he hasn’t had an easy go
of it, but has had to face many challenges
and sufferings in his life, including the death
of his beloved wife Anne, who suffered much
before her death from cancer, and the
untimely death of his eldest son, Marshall,
who died of a heart attack shortly before
Anne would succumb to her illness.
Through all the ravages of life, Russ, now 87,
remains as clear minded as ever, especially
when it comes to matters of the Faith.
Known lovingly as “Grandpa” to many on
staff at Church Militant, as well as their

family and friends,
Russ holds a special
place in the hearts of
them all. Like the CM
Premium show he
hosted, Wisdom of
the Fathers, Russ has
helped so many with
his sage advice.
At the age of 18, Russ
entered Olivet
Nazarene College,
where he was
studying to be a
minister. He studied
there from 1948–
1950 before joining
the Air Force, which
would become his
career, taking him on
three tours of
England and more than 14 months in the
Philippines. Russ says he was only at Olivet
College to please his mother, who wanted
him to become a minister.
During his high school years, from 1943–
1947, Russ would accompany his mother to
their local Nazarene church. “My love for
faith was from my
mother. This was the
basis of my faith. I loved
what I knew of faith at
the time,” Russ explains.
Although Russ admits he
was very active in the
Nazarene church during
his teen years, even being
a member of the choir,
he says about his beliefs
then, “Compared to
Catholicism, it had
nothing to give. There
was no spiritual depth to
it at all, like in all
Protestantism.”

(Cont. on Page 3)

(cont’d from page 2)
Despite his mother’s problems with
Catholicism, his father’s indifference and
the opposition of his six anti-Catholic
brothers, the eldest who greatly disliked the
Faith, Russ says to his mother’s credit, she
never showed that she was upset towards
him or Anne. He says, with admiration in
his eyes, “My mother was the only one who
was reasonable with Anne.”

“I just said “WOW” and I was very
impressed!” Russ was 22 years old at the
time. Fortunately, Anne didn’t live too far
from where he was stationed in England.
Because she was from Ireland, it made
sense to Russ that she was Catholic, and
after a few months of dating, Russ met
Anne’s family. It would be the first time Russ
was around a family of practicing Catholics.

The only time he ever heard her say
something negative about her son’s new
religion was on a trip to NYC, where she
remarked on a Catholic cathedral in
Brooklyn, “Oh, how pagan.”
Russ had already been married to Anne
Josephine Bernadette Lydon for four years
before his conversion. But that was due
mainly to Anne’s influence a few years
earlier, when they first met while he was
stationed in England and later began to
date. Anne would always take Russ to St.
Oswald in Ashton, England for benediction
on their Sunday dates. Afterwards, the two
would go for afternoon tea! But Russ had
indeed dated another Catholic gal in
England, prior to Anne. Her name was Joan.
At that time, Russ was a non-practicing
Protestant. When Joan once asked Russ if
he would ever marry a Catholic, Russ
strongly replied, “No way!” And with that,
Joan and Russ ended their relationship.
There was also Meril Brown, a Protestant as
well, whom Russ also dated and who
belonged to the Church of England. She
wanted to marry Russ, but he told Meril,
“I’ve never been impressed with Protestant
worship.” Next...cue Anne!
Anne and Russ met in person for the first
time in October of 1952, after speaking on
the phone several times. Russ first spoke to
Anne through a telephone call one day while
his buddy was on the phone with his
girlfriend, who just happened to be a friend
of Anne’s. Russ remembers well the first
time he laid eyes on Anne as she stepped off
the bus.

Anne introduced Russ to the priest who
would later marry them on July 25, 1953.
Russ told the priest what his Lutheran
chaplain said to him: “Whatever you do,
don’t marry a Catholic!” And for the
dispensation for Russ to marry Anne in the
Catholic Church, the priest told him, “Don’t
ever interfere with Anne’s faith.”
Poor Russ! The priest marrying the two was
“very elderly, very devout and very holy. So I
signed the papers also to raise our children
Catholic.” Russ said he thought he could
later “save” Anne by taking her to a revival,
where she’d get the Gospel preached by a
preacher — which he did, and Anne never
went back!

(Cont. on Page 4)
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Anne would always answer questions about
the faith for Russ during their marriage. In
1955, while living back in his hometown of
Troy, Ohio (after being discharged from the
Air Force in 1953 and before re-enlisting),
Russ and Anne were on a vacation touring
the country, when Russ picked up a
pamphlet on the Third Secret of Fatima, to
be originally announced in 1960.

Binuya became a role model for Russ,
teaching and preaching in the Philippines
from 1972–73. Russ had come full circle,
really. He started out at 18 years old in
1948 studying in the Nazarene college to
become a minister, and several years later
would be “ministering” to his fellow
servicemen and Filipinos, but about the
One True Faith — the Catholic Faith.

“This was the thing that really got to me,”
Russ said. “Anne knew all of this. She was
schooled in it. Her whole family lived the
Faith and were a solid Catholic family.”
Fatima excited Russ, and he attributes that
excitement to Our Lady bringing him into
the Church. So, in 1956, Russ told Anne he
would talk to a priest in his hometown, Fr.
Mentick, who began instructing Russ in the
Faith. That conversion process began in
Ohio and ended in England, when Russ reenlisted in the Air Force.

We cradle Catholics realize converts make
the best Catholics. Russ even says, “Most
converts I’ve met are truly devout Catholics
in every sense of the word.” Russ explains
his own love of the Catholic faith in this
way: “Everything is very logical about the
Faith. I didn’t have to be shoved into the
Church. I loved everything about it, from
the time I was 16 years old, and my friend
Kenny would stop in church for a moment,
and I would go in with him. I thought it was
beautiful. I was really impressed. It looked
so holy.”

Father Francis Gilchrist gave one-on-one
instruction to Russ at the same parish, St.
Oswald in Ashton, where a few years
earlier, he and Anne faithfully attended
benediction every Sunday. Russ took the
confirmation name of Pius after Pope St.
Pius X. He chose him because the first
Catholic book he read was about him, and
it said Pope Pius was a farm boy who
became Pope — similar to Russ’s
background being raised on a farm in Ohio.
His baptismal name was Francis, because
Fr. Francis, from whom he received all the
sacraments, also told Russ, “You’ll be a
really good Catholic because you love to
read.” That still holds true to this day —
Russ is a voracious reader of all things
Catholic!
Russ was also stationed in the Philippines
for 14 months, without his family. It was
there that Russ grew to be on fire for the
Faith. “I wasn’t there by coincidence. That
assignment gave me the opportunity to do
what I do best: evangelize.” It was on Clark
Airbase near Manila that Russ grew close to
a Filipino priest named Fr. Binuya, just two
months after arriving on the base. Father

He continues, “The glory of the
sacraments, the beauty of the architecture,
the Latin language, the majestic history of
the Church” all contribute to his love of it.
Russ couldn’t have stated it better:
“Becoming a Catholic is the greatest gift
God could give to anyone on the face of
the earth.”

Click here to view the archives.

This season is focused on
the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of God. Learn about
the greatest mortal Woman
in the history of our race in
these 13 beautiful episodes.

WHAT OUR SUPPORTERS SAY…
In response to news that Church Militant has
become the most frequently commented on
Catholic website in the world:

“By matrimony, therefore,
the souls of the contracting
parties are joined and knit
together more directly and
more intimately than are
their bodies, and that not by
any passing affection of
sense of spirit, but by a
deliberate and firm act of
the will; and from this union
of souls by God’s decree, a
sacred and inviolable bond
arises. Hence the nature of
this contract, which is proper and peculiar to it
alone, makes it entirely different both from the
union of animals entered into by the blind
instinct of nature alone in which neither reason
nor free will plays a part, and also from the
haphazard unions of men, which are far
removed from all true and honorable unions of
will and enjoy none of the rights of family life.” –
Pope Piux XI, Casti Connubii (On Christian
Marriage)

Congratulations from California! Thrilled for you
and Church Militant. I have a feeling that
Mother Vortex, Fr. Pablo, Dr. Rice, as well as Fr.
Hardon, Abp. Fulton Sheen and Mother
Angelica are whispering in some ears — as a
matter of fact, lots of ears all around the world
promoting you and your apostolate. If you have
the Church Triumphant and Church Suffering
praying for you and your work, wondrous
things can and are happening, even in the midst
of horrible confusion. Hard work does pay off,
no matter what anyone says, especially done in
truth and love. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
King of endless glory! -Frances F.
Thank you. I consider it an honor to be able to
stand in the tide with you all. I am grateful for
your work which has stoked the fire of the zeal
the good Lord gave me. Additionally, I am
excited to have recently become a member of
Phoenix Resistance. A few weeks ago on the
Feast of St. Joseph, my father passed away. I am
especially appreciative of your coverage up to
and during the election. Without that, my dad
and I would not have had the focus to pray the
Rosary so earnestly together for our Church
and country. Looking back, that really was a
precious time. -Kari

Russ had a great day celebrating a singular
event in his life: becoming a member of the
Catholic faith 60 years ago!

The “family” of the apostolate was there to
honor this pious and good man
(and have some fun, too)!

