
October 1, 2020
Dear Father,
Like some of you I recently received an email from Bonnie Quirke inviting us to publicize anevent which is scheduled to occur in Cook Park in Libertyville on the afternoon of October 7.The flyer which accompanied the email mentions that the purpose of the gathering is to pray forour country and to beseech the Blessed Mother to seek God’s blessings on our nation. Theprogram for the day lists the recitation of the Chaplet, the Patriotic Rosary, and Holy Mass.Among its sponsors are a number of well-respected organizations, some of which have deepCatholic roots.
At first this seems like a positive idea. Why not pray for the land we love during these troubledtimes? However, the email which accompanied the flyer requesting us to publicize this eventexplicitly mentions one of the major presidential candidates by name, claiming he “is the onlychoice” because of his positions on certain specific issues, and “From a moral perspective,there is only one choice.”
Although our Church has very clear teachings on many these matters, and they are certainlyworth lifting up in prayer and taking into consideration during an election year, the problemarises when we connect a prayer service and liturgy with the apparent promotion of a particularperson or political party. Let me reiterate, these issues are very important, and we are right tobe concerned about them and to bring them to prayer, but when we make public prayer anapparent means of endorsing someone for high office we cross the line into partisan politics.That is where the problem arises. If that person’s name were not included in Ms. Quirke’s emailthere is a very good chance I would not be sending this communication to you.
Therefore, I ask you to do three things. First, read the enclosed directive from Cardinal Cupich,paying close attention to the paragraphs on the bottom of the first page and the top of thesecond. Secondly, I request that you do not publicize the October 7 event in your parishesbecause of its apparent partisan intent. Thirdly, encourage your parishioners to go to theUSCCB website and to read “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to PoliticalResponsibility,”https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-peace-human-development/forming-consciences-faithful-citizenship.
Fraternally,
Rev. Vincent F. CostelloInterim Episcopal Vicar


