
Baptize All Nations

Episode 1: In the footsteps of Christ – The history of Evangelization

Hi, I'm Michael Miller.  Welcome to the first episode of Baptize All Nations – A new show where we
will discuss the New Evangelization.

As Catholics, our duty to evangelize is so important that if we don't evangelize, we'll never make it to
heaven.

Who do you think was the first evangelist? Saint John? Saint Paul? The Church tells us that God was
and that He established His Church to continue His evangelical work.

Let's do a quick run-down of the history of evangelization.

At the beginning of human history, when Adam and Eve committed the original sin, God punished
them but He also promised them that He would send a redeemer. It was the first time that the “Good
News” - the Gospel, was preached to sinners. He said: 

I will put enmities between thee and the woman, and thy seed and her seed: she shall 
crush thy head, and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel.  Genesis 3:15

This message would be a consolation to our first parents when they were forced to leave the garden of
Eden. But their children would have to wait for thousands of years for that prophecy to be fulfilled.
Meanwhile, God sent the Patriarchs, Moses, and the prophets to give the law to His chosen people,
and to console them by telling them how to recognize the Messiah when He was to come. However,
the world would continue under the darkness of sin until the Christ, the Anointed One of God, would
come into the world to redeem it.

Finally, the Eternal Father sent his Son and the Gospel began to be realized. When Jesus began his
public ministry he began the Gospel with: 

Do penance, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  Matthew 4:17

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. Wherefore he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poor, he hath sent me to heal the contrite of heart, To preach deliverance to the cap-
tives, and sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable
year of the Lord, and the day of reward.  Luke 4:18

His message was reconciliation and true unity with God. He preached lovingly to the rich, the poor,
the disheartened,  and the  disenchanted.  To tax  collectors,  prostitutes,  murderers,  and  thieves.  He
preached in the temple, in the streets and squares of Jerusalem, in synagogues, in the homes of known
public sinners, in the countryside and even in a boat. His thirst for the salvation of sinners didn't allow
him any time to relax. He exhorted and reproved his children – often to exhaustion. He, more than
anybody, knew that the salvation of souls is literally the most important work in the world. That's why
He was sent.

The seal of authenticity for everything He said and did was His final and most dramatic act of evange-
lization – dying on the cross and rising from the dead. He set the precedent for the way He wanted his
followers to evangelize when he established his Church on earth. After His resurrection, He passed on
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His own mission to the Church, saying:

All power is given to me in heaven and in earth. Going therefore, teach ye all nations; 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and behold I am with you 
all days, even to the consummation of the world. Matthew 28:18-20

In apostolic times the Gospel was preached throughout the known world, even going as far as India.

But the apostles weren't the only ones who were inspired by the Holy Spirit to preach. In the Parable
of the Laborers  in the Gospel of Matthew, the Lord says “Go you also into my vineyard.” Saint John
Paul the Second, in his document Christifideles Laici interprets this to be directed to the laity of the
Church. From the earliest days of the Church, lay people assisted the Lord and His apostles in their
evangelization.  They helped to take care of the needs of the Lord and the twelve.  They  spread the
Gospel by living it faithfully in their daily lives, preaching to their neighbors by their actions. The
Church, in the Second Vatican Council said of the laity: 

They live in the world, that is, in each and in all of the secular professions and occupations.
They live in the ordinary circumstances of family and social life, from which the very web 
of their existence is woven. They are called there by God that by exercising their proper 
function and led by the spirit of the Gospel they may work for the sanctification of the 
world from within.  Lumen Gentium 31

It's no exaggeration to say that the laity were and still are an essential part of the spread of the Gospel.

In modern times the Church has reconfirmed Her role of evangelization.  Pope Paul VI said: 

The presentation of the Gospel message is not an optional contribution to the Church.  It is
the duty incumbent on her by the command of the Lord Jesus, so that people can believe 
and be saved.  This message is indeed necessary.  It is unique.  It cannot be replaced. 
Evangelii Nuntiandi 5

The Life and death work of evangelization is the responsibility of all of us, priests, religious, and laity
alike.

Why is it the duty of the Church to evangelize?  Because God, in his infinite love and mercy for sin -
ners, made it his own duty first.

We'll see you next time on “Baptize All Nations”.
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