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Episode 2: Why a New Evangelization?

Welcome to Baptize All Nations, I'm Michael Miller.

The world's in drastic need of evangelization but it can't happen if Catholics aren't there to bring the
Gospel to the world. As members of the Church we have to set our own house in order before we can
properly  evangelize  the  rest  of  the  world.  Without  doing  that  we  really  can't  do  our  duties  as
Catholics.

The term new evangelization was first used by Pope Saint John Paul the Second. He said in his 1990
encyclical Redemptoris Missio:

Entire groups of the baptized have lost a living sense of the faith, or even no longer con-
sider themselves members of the Church, and live a life far removed from Christ and his 
Gospel. In this case what is needed is a “new evangelization” or a “re-evangelization.” Re-
demptoris Missio 33.

He's talking about a problem which was urgent back in 1990, and is at a critical stage today. According
to the Georgetown University's Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate, as of 2013, only 24% of
Catholics attend Mass on a weekly basis. In the United States alone, 76% of Catholics either don't at -
tend Mass regularly or don't attend at all. Of the 25% of people who go to Mass weekly, 57% of them
believe in the True Presence of the Holy Eucharist. And a 2012 Gallup pole shows that a staggering
87% of Catholics believe that artificial contraception is morally acceptable despite Church teaching.
For a thorough look at these numbers and many others regarding the loss of faith among Catholics in
the United States watch our show Dispatches: Demolition of the Faith.

The numbers show that there's a very serious problem with Catholics in the United States but they're
even  worse  in  Europe.  The  Pew  Research  Center  says  that  Church  attendance  among  Catholics
dropped to 31% in Germany and a shocking 9% in France. To many Europeans Catholicism has faded
to a mere cultural fact, and among the younger generations it is in danger of disappearing altogether.

In the Apostolic Letter of Pope Benedict the Sixteenth, titled Ubicumque et Semper he proposes some
causes of the de-Christianization of the world.  He suggested the spread of secularism in society, the
growth of a global economy, the spread of social communication, the ever-widening divide between
wealth and poverty, and the boom in scientific and technological research.

All these things are important but by far the most serious is the loss of faith among Catholics.

The fact that most of the people who identify themselves to be Catholic don't even attend Mass regu-
larly, much less believe in the teachings of the church, show that there's more to the story.

In their statement Disciples Called to Witness, The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, draws
a tighter focus on the issue saying: 

Some were never formed in the faith after their childhood. Some have drifted away be-
cause of one or another issue. Some feel alienated from the Church because of the way 
they perceive the Church or its teaching. Some have left because they were mistreated by 
church representatives. Disciples Called to Witness – USCCB
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Besides being the duty for a Catholic to evangelize, what's so important about the New Evangeliza-
tion? It's important because souls are going to hell.

I'd like you to hear a description of what Our Lady showed the children of Fatima:

“We saw, as it were, a vast sea of fire. Plunged in this fire, we saw the demons and the 
souls [of the damned]. The latter were like transparent burning embers, all blackened or 
burnished bronze, having human forms. They were floating about in that conflagration, 
now raised into the air by the flames which issued from within themselves, together with 
great clouds of smoke. Now they fell back on every side like sparks in huge fires, without 
weight or equilibrium, amid shrieks and groans of pain and despair, which horrified us and
made us tremble with fright.” Fatima in Lucia's Own Words

These aren't just some random, unknown people who're in danger of suffering eternal punishment. We
all know people who were baptized and who have for various reasons stopped living the faith. You
may have parents,  children, siblings,  other family members,  and friends who have abandoned the
Catholic Church. People who you love and care about may be in danger of losing God forever. This
thought should fill all of us with grave concern.

Now Christ died so that all of us would make use of His sufferings and be cleansed of our sins. But we
have to make the conscious decision to accept His sacrifice for us and change our lives accordingly.
Although Christ died on the cross to save sinners, He left it to His Church to bring people to his sav -
ing grace.

Once again, here's Pope Saint John Paul II saying in Redemptoris Missio:

The universal call to holiness is closely linked to the universal call to mission. Every mem-
ber of the faithful is called to holiness and to mission.  Redemptoris Missio 90

Now a final thought. The new evangelization is not just for the Catholics who haven't darkened the
door step of a church in twenty years. It's especially for Catholics who are faithful to Church teaching.
It's a reminder for faithful Catholics that they be re-evangelized and strive daily for personal holiness.
Once again, here's Pope Saint John Paul II saying in Redemptoris Missio:

The universal call to holiness is closely linked to the universal call to mission. Every mem-
ber of the faithful is called to holiness and to mission.  Redemptoris Missio 90

The whole truth of the matter is that the world and culture can't be evangelized if Catholics them-
selves are not evangelized. It's impossible for the Church to be the beacon of hope in the world if
Catholics aren't doing their solemn duty to evangelize.

I'm Michael Miller.  We'll see you next time on Baptize All Nations.
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