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Episode 4: Philosophical Roadblocks to Evangelization

Hi, I'm Michael Miller. Welcome to Baptize All Nations.
There are certain philosophies held by many Catholics that stifle the Lord's missionary command.  A
document from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith released in 2007 titled Doctrinal Note on
Some Aspects of Evangelization says:

There is today, however, a growing confusion which leads many to leave the missionary 
command of the Lord unheard and ineffective – CDF, Doctrinal Note on Some Aspects of 
Evangelization 3

The document's referring to the passage in the Gospel of Matthew where Our Lord says “Going there-
fore, teach ye all nations; baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost.”
The confusion the CDF is talking about is the result of the bad philosophies of doctrinal pluralism and
universalism.
First, let's talk about doctrinal pluralism. There are two kinds of pluralism, theological pluralism and
doctrinal pluralism. One is good and the other is bad.
Theological pluralism is present in Catholic theology and it's a natural outgrowth of having a Church
composed of human beings. Theological positions vary because of differences of methodology, and
cultural tradition within which theology does its speculation.  
For instance a theologian may follow St. Thomas Aquinas' scholastic methods or St. Augustine's pla-
tonic methods, or be affected by cultural differences in interpreting theology. The Eastern Rites in the
Catholic Church have different liturgical expressions than the Western Latin Rite.  These differences
are allowed and encouraged by the Church as long as they respect the rule of faith.
Doctrinal pluralism is something entirely different. It's the belief that a Catholic can hold objectively
contrary beliefs in faith and morals. This thinking leads people to believe that all religions are equal.
The logical conclusion to that thinking is that evangelization isn't even necessary. Why be Catholic in
the first place if every religion is just one of many paths to God?
It leads people to doubt that the Catholic Church is the one, true Church established by Jesus Christ.
So if the Catholic Church isn't the one, true Church, then why bother to try to bring people to it when
the church they're attending is just as true? They say that if people are faithful to whatever religion
they profess then they can get to heaven without having to be a Catholic.
As we said before, the weakness with that thinking is the fact that all religions hold to doctrines that
other religions say are false.
For instance, every reformed Christian church says either that the Eucharistic bread and wine is a
symbol of Jesus' presence or that He exists with the bread and wine.  
But the Catholic Church teaches that what we see as bread and wine, once consecrated by the priest at
Mass, BECOMES Jesus Christ even though It still looks, feels, and tastes like bread and wine. 
Common sense says that contradictory statements can't both be true in the same sense at the same
time – something that philosophers call the principal of non-contradiction. 
A more extreme yet logical extension of doctrinal pluralism is indifference.
Indifference is the philosophical position that denies that the worship of God or the practice of reli -
gion is a grave duty of human beings as creatures who are totally dependent on God.
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At the heart of indifference is skepticism. Skepticism is the idea that although truth may exist, it is un -
knowable. So the only thing a skeptic knows for sure is that they don't know anything for sure.
We continue on to the idea of Universalism. Universalism is another idea that strikes at the heart of
Our Lord's missionary command. It's a very popular idea nowadays among both Catholics and Protes-
tants. 
Universalists believe that Jesus died for all but they deny that people of their own free will have to ac -
cept or deny Our Lord's redeeming sufferings. It's a sentimental idea that says that God is too loving
and too merciful to condemn anyone to hell, even if they deserve it. Yet there's no support for that
false theology anywhere in scripture or Catholic theology.
Catholic funerals can be one of the places where universalism is seen among Catholics. At a funeral
it's typical to hear the priest talks about the deceased person as if he or she was already in heaven
with Jesus. Unfortunately, it's rare to hear a priest at a funeral talk about praying for the repose of the
soul of the deceased person.  Not only is that thinking against the Catholic Faith, but it's also a sin
against charity for the soul of the deceased.  
The logical conclusion to universalism is “Why even bother going to church?” There's no need for faith
or to make any effort towards God because He''ll save everybody anyways.
Some of you may be asking: “Why would people doubt that truth can be known?” “What's wrong with
people having happy thoughts about where the soul goes after we die?” One answer is that people
doubt that anything can be known for sure and that God will rescue everybody from hell is that peo -
ple themselves are living a life that is contrary to the morals of the Church.  They don't want to say
that hell is eternal or that there's anybody there because they don't want to change their ways.  They
plant the doubt of hell in their minds so that they can continue to sin without worrying about going
there.  
The same goes for people who don't believe that truth can be known for sure. They know the truth
about natural occurrence but deny truth when it comes to spiritual matters.  They believe that touch-
ing a hot stove will burn you every time but because they're living in sin, or practicing artificial con-
traception, or had abortions, they try to silence their screaming consciences by saying that a person
can't know anything for sure.  
When people have bad philosophy, they'll have bad theology. These philosophies are bad because at
their very core they deny Truth and as Catholics we know that the Jesus Christ is the Truth.
I'm Michael Miller, we'll see you next time on Baptize All Nations.
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