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Episode 6: The Essential Contents of the New Evangelization

Welcome back to Baptize All Nations, I'm Michael Miller.
There are certain truths about the Gospel that the world needs to hear today.
Cardinal Ratzinger, while he was the head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, also
known  as  the  doctrinal  watchdog  for  the  Vatican,  laid  out  the  essential  contents  of  the  new
evangelization: conversion, the kingdom of God, Jesus Christ, and eternal life.
After our Lord prayed and fasted in the desert for forty days. He began his own public mission with
the words, “Do penance, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” So if we look at the WORDS and the
One who's saying them, we have the essential contents of the new evangelization.
First, we'll talk about repentance, or conversion. The word “convert” in Latin means “to turn away”.
conversion is when we change from a state of sin to one of repentance.
Basically,  we see ourselves without pretenses, as God sees us,  and we realize that all  our worldly
wisdom failed us and our soul lies in the grave that we made for it. We're struck with horror and
disgust at the state in which we put our souls.
A common temptation is that the sinner thinks he's unworthy of God's mercy. But God desires mercy
and conversion for all sinners. He spoke through the prophet Ezekiel saying:

Be converted, and do penance for all your iniquities: and iniquity shall not be your ruin. Cast
away from you all your transgressions, by which you have transgressed, and make to 
yourselves a new heart, and a new spirit: and why will you die, O house of Israel? For I 
desire not the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God, return ye and live. – Ezechiel 
18.30

As evangelists it's our job to tell people that they deserve God's mercy. Our Lord told Saint Faustyna
“The greater the sinner, the greater the right he has to My mercy.”  [Diary: Divine Mercy in My Soul
723] 
The second of the essential contents of the new evangelization is the kingdom of God. It's what we
pray for when we say in the Lord's Prayer: “Thy kingdom come.” In that prayer we acknowledge that
God rules through grace, through the Church, and in eternity.
The rule of sin is temporary and leads to eternal death but it does seem to rule the world right now.
The kingdom of sin would have us forget that God is in charge and causes us to throw away eternity
for brief moments of pleasure here on earth. The world's mantra is as St. Paul says “Let us eat and
drink, for tomorrow we shall die.” [1 Corinthians 15:32] The world wants us to forget that there is life
after death. That we're judged after we die and given reward or punishment according to our conduct
here on earth. But we might be inclined to think, because of all the evil we see around us every day,
that God abandoned us to the evil of the world.
But God's goodness is so great that he can use even the worst of sinners to work His will. He allows
evil so that He can make a greater good come of it. So in that way God isn't overcome by men who use
their free will to fight against His kingdom. No matter how bad it gets down here, we're consoled with
the fact that we know God has the ultimate victory.
The third essential teaching of the new evangelization, according to Cardinal Ratzinger of the C.D.F. is
Jesus Christ. The C.D.F.'s 2011 letter, Doctrinal Note on Some Aspects of Evangelization, agrees that Jesus
Christ is the “primary object” of evangelization.  
Now to some people that may sound a little too simplistic.  
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After all, it is Christianity. How can you have Christianity without Jesus Christ? The Jesus Christ that
Catholics and other Christians believe in is the Second Person of the Holy Trinity who became a man
so that he can suffer and die on the cross to redeem us from our sins. But that isn't the same Jesus
Christ  that  the world is  comfortable  accepting.  The world likes  a Jesus Christ  who's  only a wise
teacher. A man who taught tolerance and acceptance.
Bishop Fulton Sheen put it perfectly in his book, The Life of Christ, when he says that the world has
divorced Christ from His cross saying: “What God has joined together, men have torn asunder”.
He  goes  on  to  say  that  the  cross  without  Christ  is  sacrifice  without  love.  A  society  that  is
authoritarian, cruel, oppressive of human freedom, filled with concentration camps, firing squads, and
brain-washings.
Meanwhile  Christ  without  his  cross,  as  the  “post-Christian”  west  prefers,  is  a  cheap,  feminized,
colorless, itinerant preacher. A humanitarian but nothing more. The important thing that's denied by
many is that Jesus came here to die and redeem sinners. Any other Christ that's preached, it doesn't
matter who's preaching, is a counterfeit Christ and a slave of the world.  
The new evangelization MUST preach Jesus Christ as he is, not as the world wants him.
We now move on to Eternal life, the fourth essential teaching of the new evangelization. Our Lord
Himself told us what is meant by “eternal life”:

Now this is eternal life: That they may know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent. – John 17:3

St. Augustine says that where there is full knowledge of God, there is full glorifying of Him. A person
can't know Christ without knowing his bride the Church.  
Now if we look a little closer, we see that these four essential teachings of the new evangelization are
all saying the same thing. They're merely four ways of looking at the same portrait. Conversion leads
to the kingdom of God which leads to Jesus Christ who is eternal life.
God, as great and glorious as He is, is infinitely simple. It is we who have to dice up the simple truth of
God so that we can understand it in our fallen intellects. But that's ok. The Second person of the Holy
Trinity emptied himself and became one of us in every way but sin and took all our sins upon himself.
He preached simply so that the dull  minds of  men can grasp truths that  angels  themselves have
difficulty understanding.
How God loves us... How good He is.
I'm Michael Miller.  We'll see you next time on Baptize All Nations.
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