
Baptize All Nations
Episode 10: Ecumenism and the New Evangelization

The night before He suffered and died Christ earnestly prayed that all might be one, as He and the 
Father are one. What did Christ mean?

Jesus Christ and the Father are united in belief, goals and charity, there's no division between them in
these matters. They work in perfect harmony and unity, working towards a single objective. Yet 
they're different persons.

Christ's desire for unity is a community, a unity of communion, many members of one body with 
Him as the head. And this, of course, is the goal of evangelization. 

Salvation comes through Christ. There is no other name by which men are saved and no-one comes 
to the Father but through Him. To be saved we must be unified not only with Christ but also with 
those who are in communion with Christ. One can't be unified with Christ if one is disunited from 
those united with Him.

But what of those who claim unity with Christ but aren't unified with the Church He founded? Are 
they in true communion with Christ? Non-Catholic Christians share some kind of communion with 
Christ and the Church but don't have either the full truth about Christ or communion with Him and 
the Church. Evangelization to such people, called ecumenism, is at the core of the new 
evangelization.

How are we, as faithful Catholics, to understand ecumenism? Often today we hear of ecumenical 
gatherings, prayer services, or charitable efforts. Christian communities in a city might come 
together to organize a food bank, pro-life efforts, or some other charitable action. Two large 
communities, like the Catholics and Lutherans, might come together at a high level to issue a 
statement about some matter of theology.

And, of course, when tragedy strikes it's very common to see believers of all stripes come together to 
pray alongside each other. Are such efforts good? They can be. To participate in the corporal or 
spiritual works of mercy with fellow humans is a good thing. 

To dialog so that we might better understand each other, or can present a core truth of Christ to the 
world is a good thing too. But there are two important things to acknowledge.

Firstly, we must never allow our desire to achieve a good to outweigh our responsibility to proclaim 
the fullness of the Gospel. For example, it's a good thing to work with non-Catholics on pro-life 
initiatives but we can't merely argue against abortion while allowing contraceptive use to go 
unchecked. 

Similarly, while it is fine to work with a non-Christian group to feed the hungry we must never 
forget that “feed my sheep” must, first and foremost, be understood in a spiritual way. We can't leave 
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their bellies full and souls empty.

But ecumenical efforts can hide a pernicious evil of objectifying people by treating them as a means 
to an end. If we work with non-Catholic Christians on pro-life efforts but never mention Catholicism 
to them because we're afraid that we'll lose their support then we've placed our social justice above 
the salvation of human souls.

But we also have to remember that these efforts are ecumenical but not ecumenism. The goal of 
ecumenism is Christ's prayer, that all may be one as He and the Father are one, and that means the 
Church. Christ founded one Church – the Catholic Church. This is the means of salvation He gave to 
the world. The Sacraments of the Church – the Church herself – are the gift of Christ to us.

Ecumenism must not be understood as all Christians coming together to find the truth. We'll use the 
analogy of the blind men feeling the elephant. One feels the trunk and thinks the elephant is like a 
snake. One feels the leg and things the elephant is like a tree. One feels the tusks and says it is like a 
spear. One touches the side and thinks it is like a wall. They see different things and they aren't 
wrong, they're just seeing different aspects of the truth.

There are two issues here. The first is found within the analogy itself. The elephant isn't a snake, a 
tree, a spear or a wall. It is an elephant! And the man who can see knows this. Only the blind man, 
not given the fullness of truth, don't know this.

Secondly, differences between faiths aren't like saying the trunk of an elephant is a bit like a snake. 
They're not merely different or incomplete aspects of the truth, but contradictory claims. When two 
people say different things which are contradictory, at least one of them must be wrong. Catholics 
say the Eucharist is the Body and Blood of Christ. But Protestants say the Eucharist is just a symbol. 
Both of these things can't be true. The Eucharist can't both be Christ and notT be Christ. So 
ecumenism must recognize and respond to this truth. 

Non-Catholic Christians share some fellowship and communion with Christ and Catholics by virtue 
of their baptisms and imperfect worship of Christ. But it's wrong to think that's what Christ desires 
for men. Christ desires all men to be saved so He set up the means to do so. He gave us the Church 
which He protected and made universal, giving it a visible head and structure. And He also gave us 
the Sacraments as assurances of obtaining grace if they are correctly followed.

The fullness of truth in the Catholic Church isn't an elitist claim. It's the supreme gift that God has 
given us. 

He loved us so much that He didn't merely die for our sins but also gave us an easily accessible, 
protected, visible, and universal means of accessing that sacrifice. We should reach out to non-
Catholics – not to tell them they're wrong for the sake of showing ourselves to be right, but rather to 
bring them into the fullness of truth so they might have salvation.

But isn't faith in Christ is enough for salvation? No,the Church has never taught this. God loves us so
much that He died for us while we were still sinners. We can't say “we're good people” and think 
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that's salvation. Heaven is not the natural destination for fallen men. Hell is. We all sin and fall short 
of the glory of God and the glory of God is what we are called for. We must be perfect and we can 
only be made perfect though a relationship with Christ. But our relationship with Christ is not a 
relationship of equals, the terms of the relationship are set by Him and He tells us that those who 
reject the Church reject Him. [Luke 10:16]

Most importantly, Christ gave us the Mass and the other Sacraments as the intended means of 
salvation. And if we don't accept the Church we're demanding to have a relationship on terms He 
does not accept and to receive His gift in a way He didn't give us.

As evangelists, it's critical to bring the non-Catholic Christians and fallen-away Catholics to the 
fullness of truth in the Church. Without this effort, we're failing in our duties as evangelists.

I'm Michael Miller. See you next week on Baptize All Nations.
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