
Brown Bag Bible Study : Episode 2

Hello there, I'm Simon Rafe and welcome to Brown Bag Bible Study, the Bible study you can do in 
your lunch break! This is an introduction to Scripture, which will give you some information you might 
not have known and encourage you to read the Bible. Most importantly it is presented in bite-size 
pieces, perfect to fit in with our busy lifestyles!

Every week, I'll be concentrating on a small part of Scripture – either one of the seventy-three books of 
the Bible, or a group of related books – and will bring you interesting facts and information to help you 
understand it. I'll also be including links to further reading, articles, books and so forth which will help 
you learn to love Sacred Scripture even more.

Last week, I talked briefly about the concept of the Bible as a library of books all about God. This 
week, I'm going to explain how we can divide that library up into sections.

There are MANY different ways to split the books of the Bible up, but perhaps the most useful and 
most obvious is to start by splitting them into the Old and New Testaments.

There are 73 books in the Bible. 27 of those are in the New Testament, and the remaining 46 are found 
in the Old Testament. The Old Testament consists of the books of the Bible written BEFORE Christ – 
before His birth, dead and resurrection. The New Testament consists of books written AFTER Christ's 
birth dead and resurrection.

The Old Testament can be described fairly accurately as the Jewish Scriptures. All of these books 
would have been known to Jesus and His disciples, and we know they quoted from them and used them 
when preaching to others. How do we know this? Because quotes from them appear in the New 
Testament.

The books of the New Testament were all written by Christians, people who accepted Jesus Christ and 
believed He was the messiah, the savior, the Son of God and God. These people were members of the 
Church. Today, we would call them Catholics, although they did not use that name during the first few 
decades of the Church.

It is very important to remember that the Bible, and the New Testament especially, is a CATHOLIC 
document. It was written BY the Church FOR the Church. We should remember this NOT as a point of 
pride or arrogance over other Christians, but rather because this explains so much about it. The Bible is 
inspired and contains nothing but truth – but it is truth which MUST be interpreted by the Church 
which wrote it in order to be effective. There can be no correct interpretation of the Bible outside of the 
teachings of the Church.

The two sections of the Bible are called the Old and New Testaments because they each deal with a 
covenant between God and His people. The Old Testament deals with the Mosaic Covenant given by 
God to the Jews, and the New Testament deals with the New and Everlasting Covenant made by Jesus 
Christ in His blood at Calvary.

When we read the Old and New Testaments, we see parallels and connections – I've already mentioned 
that Jesus and His apostles quote from the Old Testament when they preach and write. We see 
prophecies fulfilled and events referenced. We should NEVER make the mistake of thinking the Old 
Testament is invalid or can be discarded – it is the foundation the New Testament is built on.



But, equally, we should never fall into the opposite error – we should not think the Old Testament 
trumps the New Testament. It doesn't; there is a New and Everlasting Christian covenant which is 
expressed in the New Testament and taught by the Church.

For this week, I've gathered together a short, non exhaustive, list of connections between the Old and 
New Testaments. Take a while to look them up, and see how the fullness of the Bible and God's 
revelation is expressed in the connection between the prefiguring of Christ in the Old Testament and 
the life, death and resurrection of Christ in the New. And don't forget you can also check out the Where 
Did The Bible Come From? series and also my Basic Training Biblical Context class.

Until next time, I'm Simon Rafe. God bless!


