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“The world will never be the dwelling 
place of peace, till peace has found a 
home in the heart of each and every 
man, till every man preserves in himself 
the order ordained by God to be pre-
served.” Pope John XXIII, Pacem in Ter-
ris, #165

“The work of justice shall be peace, and 
the service of justice quietness, and se-
curity for ever.” Isaiah 32:17 DR

The world will never be the dwelling place of peace, 
till peace has found a home in the heart of each and 
every man, till every man preserves in himself the or-
der ordained by God to be preserved.

The work of justice shall be peace, and the service of
justice quietness, and security for ever.

Mike and Simon in cabin MIKE: Justice involves giving each person what is 
due to him. It is fairness, impartiality, honesty, morali-
ty, right order. But just watch the evening news on 
any given day, and you’ll see an ample illustrations of
inequality, partiality, dishonesty, immorality, and disor-
der. Men accuse others, take them to court, cheat, 
quarrel, commit violence, go to war.

MIKE: Among the great many ways men commit in-
justice against one another, war is probably the 
worst. It causes extraordinary amounts of damage, 
destruction, suffering, injury, and death; even when it 
is carried out by one side justly, it still results in many 
unwanted injustices, and occasions immorality. But in
truth, it is seldom carried out justly. Powerful nations -
or at the least, nations more powerful than others, of-
ten invent some pretext to go to war - abandoning the
good will owed to all - and pursue their desires un-
justly. Civil wars driven by racial or tribal hatreds 
plague some regions for decades. Combatants terror-
ize civilians in order to accomplish their military goals.
For those with the power of warfare, the temptation is
great to let the ends justify the means.
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SIMON: War is a controversial topic - politics and 
pacifists, empire-builders and isolationists, liars and 
warmongers, confuse an issue already difficult to un-
derstand. But it must be addressed. What are the de-
mands of justice in matters of war? How must individ-
uals and nations strive to prevent war? While we’re 
only able to scrape the surface of answering these 
questions, we will try to address them ... Let us 
pause, and reason together.

OPENING OPENING

“What causes wars, and what causes 
fightings among you? Is it not your pas-
sions that are at war in your members? 
You desire and do not have; so you kill. 
And you covet and cannot obtain; so you
fight and wage war. You do not have, be-
cause you do not ask. You ask and do 
not receive, because you ask wrongly, to
spend it on your passions.” James 4:1-3

What causes wars, and what causes fightings among
you? Is it not your passions that are at war in your 
members? You desire and do not have; so you kill. 
And you covet and cannot obtain; so you fight and 
wage war. You do not have, because you do not ask. 
You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrong-
ly, to spend it on your passions.

Mike in cabin MIKE: It’s notoriously difficult to achieve greater jus-
tice in society and between nations. A primary reason
for this, is that we remain driven by our passions. If 
we don’t learn to control our passions, if we don’t cul-
tivate the virtues, war will never be overcome. It’s not 
enough to know what justice is, to think justice impor-
tant. It is not enough merely to have just laws and so-
cietal expectations. We need an interior disposition, a
constant willingness, to do justice. Consistent justice 
of exterior action requires a firm interior justice, a 
proper order within the hearts of individual people 
who have peace within themselves - that is, control of
their passions.
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Perhaps we can use Christ’s famous example: “A 
good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree pro-
duces bad fruit”:
As he says, "No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again 
does a bad tree bear good fruit; for each tree is 
known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from 
thorns, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. 
The good man out of the good treasure of his heart 
produces good, and the evil man out of his evil trea-
sure produces evil.” (Lk 6:43-45)
In like manner, if there is justice in a man’s heart, he 
will produce justice around him. If there is war in a 
man’s heart, he will produce war around him.

IMAGE OR ANIMATION Imagine a man in a position of power. He does not 
have adequate control over his passions. He is filled 
with disorder inside. He does not submit his purposes
and desires to the demands of justice, but perhaps 
only, as much as possible, in appearance.

IMAGE OR ANIMATION He lies to cover his actions and motives. When he 
makes decisions in areas of international relations, let
alone in any area, do you think that he will act in jus-
tice? When he considers matters of war, does he ad-
equately weigh the demands of justice before making
decisions? Does he even care to?

"Hear, therefore, ye kings, and under-
stand: learn, ye that are judges of the 
ends of the earth. Give ear, you that rule
the people, and that please yourselves 
in multitudes of nations. For power is 
given you by the Lord, and strength by 
the Most High, who will examine your 
works, and search out your thoughts." 
Wisdom 6:2-4

Hear, therefore, ye kings, and understand: learn, ye 
that are judges of the ends of the earth. Give ear, you
that rule the people, and that please yourselves in 
multitudes of nations. For power is given you by the 
Lord, and strength by the Most High, who will exam-
ine your works, and search out your thoughts.
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Simon hiking SIMON: War, whether entered into for just or unjust 
reasons, is always horrible. War kills not only sol-
diers, but inevitably also the innocent. War creates 
destruction and poverty, anger and tears; it always 
creates widows and orphans. For their sake, it is of 
immense importance that justice be observed in all 
matters pertaining to war, not the least of which is the
decision whether or not to engage in war. One should
seriously consider not only the justice of the cause it-
self, the evil to be combatted, but also whether or not 
it is fair to subject innocents to the foreseen and in-
evitable “collateral damage,” however minimized.

These are very serious questions. Such questions of 
justice are considered under the heading of “just war 
doctrine.”
What, then, is “just war?” There are a number of tra-
ditional criteria, which, because of the great and 
widespread evils to be avoided, should be strictly ap-
plied.
But first, its important to acknowledge that the phrase
“just war” can be misleading. It is not that war, as 
such, will be just; as if all of its effects are just. It is 
that the use of military force can be justified in certain
circumstances. All war brings great evils.

Simon hiking SIMON: Those who are just in the use of military 
force seek, as best as they are able, to defend those 
who are under their care in ways that are fair and just
to all, in view of the fact that all men should treat one 
another, as much as possible, as brothers.
SIMON: What, then, are the criteria of “just war?” 
We’ll give a basic outline of them from the Catholic 
Catechism, noting that they can be very difficult to ap-
ply in specific circumstances.
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ON SCREEN GRAPHICS First, the use of military force must be in response to 
an aggressor who has or will imminently inflict “last-
ing, grave, and certain” damage.

Secondly, other means of preventing the use of mili-
tary force must have been exhausted, or clearly fore-
seen to be ineffective, and there must be serious 
prospects of success.

Thirdly, the benefits of using military force ought to be
proportionate to the evil being caused.

And of course, once war is begun, one must maintain
justice and uprightness in its practice.

Simon hiking SIMON: Another way to look at it is through the “gold-
en rule”: “Do unto others as you would have them do 
unto you.” It is not fair to cause such destruction if a 
reasonable, upright person who must suffer the ef-
fects of that destruction would be unable to under-
stand that it was unavoidable - that, from a impartial 
perspective, it was “necessary.” 

“It would be criminal in a State to aim at 
improving itself by the use of methods 
which involve other nations in injury and 
unjust oppression. There is a saying of 
St. Augustine which has particular rele-
vance in this context: "Take away jus-
tice, and what are kingdoms but mighty 
bands of robbers?” Pope John XXIII, 
Pacem in Terris 92

It would be criminal in a State to aim at improving it-
self by the use of methods which involve other na-
tions in injury and unjust oppression. There is a say-
ing of St. Augustine which has particular relevance in 
this context: "Take away justice, and what are king-
doms but mighty bands of robbers?”

Mike in cabin MIKE: Remember our hypothetical man in a position 
of political power? He must deliberate with the utmost
seriousness and gravity - with fear and trembling, and
much prayer, in applying these conditions to the real 
circumstances before him, remembering that it is nev-
er acceptable to do evil, even that some good may 
come of it.
But never mind, now, the obligations of our hypotheti-
cal politician. What about the obligation of all people 
to work to prevent war?
How might we strive to prevent war?
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IMAGE OR ANIMATION Think of it this way: Decades before, our hypothetical 
politician is a child. He grows up in a family, and in a 
society, that takes little or no concern for virtue, for or-
dering desire according to what is good and true. A 
family and society that, in fact, promotes and encour-
ages him to limit his desire only minimally - that 
speaks only in terms of rights, not virtues and duties; 
and rejects the authority of God. He’s surrounded by 
an economy that makes billions encouraging him to 
buy things that he doesn’t need. And then there’s  an 
entertainment industry that seemingly conspires to 
keep him constantly stimulated, not to mention that 
multi-billion dollar pornography industry that profits off
of his illicit desires .... What will he do when, as an 
adult, he is elected into power? Will he make deci-
sions according to his passions - pride, greed, sloth, 
lust, anger - or according to virtues like solidarity and 
justice? And will the widows and orphans of his for-
eign campaigns blame him?

Mike in cabin MIKE: Do we see then, the implications of St. James’-
s teaching that the passions in our members cause 
wars? Of the Lord’s words when he says that the bad
tree produces bad fruit? Do we see that the destruc-
tion of war comes from not pursuing truth and virtue? 
Do we see the extreme gravity of the situation?

Mike in cabin MIKE: Most importantly, do we see that we can work 
to prevent worldly war by fighting the spiritual battle 
against the slavery of the passions in ourselves and 
in the culture? As St. Paul wrote in his second letter 
to the Corinthians, “Though we live in the world we 
are not carrying on a worldly war, for the weapons of 
our warfare are not worldly but have divine power to 
destroy strongholds...”

WORKING FOR PEACE
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“Peace is not simply the absence of war-
fare, based on a precarious balance of 
power; it is fashioned by efforts directed 
day after day toward the establishment 
of the ordered universe willed by God, 
with a more perfect form of justice 
among men.” Paul VI Populorum Pro-
gressio, 76

“Beloved, I beseech you as aliens and 
exiles to abstain from the passions of 
the flesh that wage war against your 
soul.” 1 Peter 2:11

Peace is not simply the absence of warfare, based on
a precarious balance of power; it is fashioned by ef-
forts directed day after day toward the establishment 
of the ordered universe willed by God, with a more 
perfect form of justice among men.

Beloved, I beseech you as aliens and exiles to ab-
stain from the passions of the flesh that wage war 
against your soul.

Simon hiking SIMON: As Christ taught, it is “out of the heart” that 
“come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, fornication, 
theft, false witness,” and “slander” (Matt 15:19 
RSVCE); and in his new covenant, is within “the 
heart” that God places his moral law, turning a “heart 
of stone” into a “heart of flesh.”
We need to build a culture of “good trees” producing 
“good fruit.” There is no hope of preventing war if we 
do not promote the Gospel, promote holiness, pro-
mote virtue, promote justice and solidarity within our 
hearts, and express them in action.
Men and women must already be cultivating interior 
justice and peace, in order to have justice and peace 
in the world. For if citizens and leaders of nations 
have not trained their hearts to think of their fellow 
men as brothers, how can they treat them as such? 
And how can they practice fairness - “do unto others 
as you would have them do unto you” to the people 
of other nations when they are not fair to people in 
their daily lives?

PEACE IN THE KINGDOM

“He shall judge between the nations, 
and shall decide for many peoples; and 
they shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more.” Isaiah 2:4

He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide 
for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more.
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Mike and Simon in cabin MIKE: At the end of the age, when Christ returns and 
the Kingdom of God comes in power, the danger of 
war will be forever removed. Until that time, to pro-
mote true and lasting peace through justice with 
prayer and sacrifice, is to promote the Kingdom of 
God on earth; and for those disciples of Christ who 
do do so, the Lord’s words apply: “blessed are the 
peacemakers, they shall be called the sons of God,” 
and “blessed are those who hunger and thirst for jus-
tice, for they shall be satisfied.”
I am Michael Voris, and this has been, “Moral Com-
pass.”


