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Disease, Injury, Suffering. Since the fall of Adam & Eve illness 
and death have plagued the human race.  But they have also 
challenged us to take care of others. To seek relief and comfort 
for those who suffer, and to find treatments and cures for those 
who are ill. Stem Cell Research carries with it a great deal of 
hope for advancing our efforts to cure the sick. Their human 
dignity demands that we seek these cures, but that same dignity, 
present in every human being, demands that we distinguish what
kind of stem cell research we will accept and what kind we will 
not accept.

OPENING OPENING

When I see your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon 
and stars that you set in place, what are humans that you are 
mindful of them, mere mortals that you care for them?  Yet you 
have made them little less than a god, crowned them with glory 
and honor.  Psalm 8:3-5

Christians know that human beings have great dignity. They 
know that created in the image and likeness of God, men and 
women have the desire for truth, and the ability to seek it freely, 
and are capable of love, even of selfless sacrifice for others.  But
whether we are a believer or non-believer much of our under-
standing of what is right and wrong is based on a basic belief 
and a great value of the human being, whose freedom and intel-
ligence surpasses that of any other creature on earth. Today there
is much talk about stem cell research.  Not only because it holds 
the potential for important advances in the treatment and curing 
of diseases, but also because the Catholic Church and others 
condone some of it as a grave violation of human life.

There is a lot of confusion and misinformation about the topic.  
Sadly some of it may be intentional. 
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So what exactly is the churches position without the media spin?
And how do we understand what human dignity demands as we 
enter into the brave new world of stem cell research?  We need 
to look more closely at both of these questions.  Recalling the 
words of Pope John Paul II “Let us pause and reason together”.

We have to ask the question what is a stem cell?

Stem cells are the building blocks that all the specialized cells in
our body come from.  Like the stem from plants that eventually 
branches out to leaves and thorns and flowers.  Stem cells are 
the main cells from which all the other cells in our body branch 
out.  Stem cells don’t have the specialized function  of say skin 
cells or muscle cells or heart cells, but instead they are so flexi-
ble that they can become any one of these or one of the many 
other cells found in the body.  Because they have this ability, as 
well as the ability to renew themselves indefinitely, stem cells 
can be used to grow brand new cells to replace or heal damaged 
tissue in our body.

Where do stem cells come from?

If all you heard was the media hype you might think there is 
only one course of stem cells, but in fact there are many.

They can be harvested from human embryos, and the tissue of 
dead fetuses, but they are also found in tissues that have to do 
with birth like umbilical cord blood, the placenta and amniotic 
fluid, and even in various tissues and organs of adults, like bone 
marrow, the lining of the nose and even in fat.

Not all stem cells are created equal
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Where you get the stem cells will determine whether they can 
become any one of the 220 cells in the body or if they have a 
shorter list of possibilities.  Those that come from adult tissues 
for example have already undergone some of the changes along 
the path to becoming a certain cell type, like those of the circu-
latory system, but they are still flexible enough to become many 
different types of cells within that category.

Where you get the stem cells is also significant for determining 
whether that type of stem cell research is morally right or moral-
ly wrong.

What does the church really teach?

Contrary to what is often falsely ___________ the Catholic 
Church is not against stem cell research.  The church strictly 
narrows its opposition to the types of stem cell research that in-
volve the destruction of human life.  But only two types of stem 
cell research involve this kind of destruction, the use of embry-
onic stem cells and cells harvested from aborted babies.  There 
isn’t a moral objection to any of the other kinds of stem cell re-
search.  In fact as a matter of mercy the church supports scientif-
ic research and promotes efforts to discover treatments and cures
for illness.  What the church is against is something that all peo-
ple of good will should be against, the idea that we can do evil 
in the hope that good might come of it.

Science is not exempt from requirements of right and wrong any
more than we are.

But how can it be wrong? Embryos 
are too small to matter…
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In this clip from the movie, Men in Black, Tommy Lee Jones 
and Will Smith have essentially the same problem that some 
people have in understanding why embryonic stem cell research 
is wrong.  They think for something to be important it can’t be 
very very small.

VIDEO

But the moral argument is that size does not matter, however 
small.  The human embryo is a living human being created in 
the image and likeness of God by God himself.  Like all human 
beings the embryo has a right to his/her own life, and the right 
not to have the cells that belong to him harvested for someone 
else’s use.  Especially when the process of harvesting them actu-
ally takes his life.  Embryonic stem cell research always in-
volves the destruction of the embryo, and so this research vio-
lates the most basic dignity of a human being.

But the embryo isn’t a human life
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Actually it is, before we can commit some kind of atrocity we 
always have to dehumanize the victim.  In the case of human 
embryo research, the argument foes like this.  The 3-5 day old 
embryos used for research are just tiny clusters of cells.  They 
don’t have any more moral value than the bone marrow cells we
take from a donor.  But this is not true.  Even the scientists doing
this research know that there is a profound difference between a 
mere cluster of cells and a human being in its earliest stages of 
development.  Dr. James A. Thomson working out of  the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin in 1998 was one of the first to harvest stem
cells from human embryos, killing them in the process.  In a 
New York Times interview he admitted that from the beginning 
he has ethical concerns about the work he was doing.  He said 
“If human embryonic stem cell research does not make you at 
least a little uncomfortable, you have not thought about it 
enough”.

Imagine for a moment a cluster of bone marrow cells in a petre 
dish.  With the right conditions they might be able to divide and 
produce more human stem cells.  But no matter how long they 
grow they will never be a whole living organism, only a small 
part of the one they came from. 
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Now you could say that the human embryo at 5 days is just a 
cluster of cells, but only in the sense that an adult human being 
is just a bigger cluster of cells.  Like an adult, the human em-
bryo is a whole living organism unto itself.  The human embryo 
isn’t a potential human being, it is a human being, one that has 
the potential to grow into an adult.  Still not sure?  Check the 
DNA.  The DNA of a bone marrow stem cell will be the same as
the individual human being it came from.  That tells you it is a 
smaller part of a whole, but unless the embryo has an identical 
twin the DNA of the embryo won’t match anyone else in the 
universe, not its mother, not its father, not anyone else.  In other 
words the embryo is not a smaller part of someone else’s body, 
it has its own body.  The embryo is a unique human being unlike
anyone ever created before.

The difference is clear.  The embryo possesses human dignity a 
cluster of bone marrow cells does not.

What difference does it make if 
we…

It’s a fact that lots of human embryos conceived during inter-
course don’t implant in the uterus and end up dying naturally.  
So you may of heard people ask what’s the difference if we de-
stroy them?  But that’s like saying that because hurricanes natu-
rally take thousands of lives it morally permissible to gun down 
thousands more ourselves.

Others argue that thousands of leftover embryos lie frozen in 
fertility clinics, embryos that are destined to be thrown away be-
cause they are unwanted.  They argue that since their deaths are 
already decided we should be permitted to destroy them in order
to harvest their stem cells.  If they’re going to die anyway then 
why not?  They say this is the same reasoning already being 
used today by the communist government of China.
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As early as 1994 Human Rights Watch published reports that 
prisoners on death row were being kept alive as a reliable source
of organ for transplant.  Since that time China has built a boom-
ing trade in tourist transplant.  According to reports the method 
and day of execution __________________ based on the organ 
they wished to harvest and the definition of brain dead has been 
changed so that they can harvest the organs before the prisoner 
actually dies.  Everyone in the western world would agree that 
this is a huge violation of their human rights.  And yet, by the 
same reasoning it makes sense, they’re going to die anyway, 
why not?

The answer is obvious, human beings, even those who are going
to die can never be treated like objects.  Love requires that every
decision involving them must be made with their good in mind.  
But the media claims that embryonic stem cell research is the 
kind that holds the most promise.  WOAH! Back up for just a 
minute.  Jesus warned us about satin’s tactics when he told us 
that satan was a liar and a murderer from the beginning.  This 
means that everywhere we see confusion or outright deceit fol-
lowed by the destruction of human life, we see the work not of 
God but of our enemy.

Embryonic stem cells are better because they are more immature
and therefore more flexible.  False!  This in a sense makes them 
worse.  Immature stem cells grow way to fast like cancers do, 
and in fact tend to form bizarre tumors called teratoma’s.  A ter-
atoma is a tumor that contains all different kinds of cells like 
hair, teeth, nerve, muscle and so forth.  Compare this to adult  
stem cells which are very stable and don’t turn into tumors.

Yeah, but embryonic stem cells are more likely to produce cures.
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This is false!  For all the money that has been spent on them and
all the years of research embryonic stem cells are still too dan-
gerous and unpredictable to use.  In fact there hasn’t been one 
single clinical trial in human beings.  0, zip.  This means that 
cures using embryonic stem cells are light years away compared
to adult stem cells which are currently being used in 100’s of 
clinical trials to treat more than 72 different diseases and in-
juries, 9 of those treatments are now passed the clinical trials 
phase and are available to the public.

But embryonic stem cells can become any cell in the body, adult
stem cells can’t.

This is also false.  Adult stem cells can be manipulated to turn 
back to their embryonic state.  The most recent advances report-
ed September 25, 2008 in the Washington Post.  The embryonic 
like stem cells researchers created can do everything that the 
real ones can, but without killing an embryo.

In the end, when the problems are solved, embryonic stem cells 
will be more useful than adult stem cells.

This is probably also false.  Embryonic stem cells will likely al-
ways have one problem that adult stem cells don’t have.  They 
do not match the cells of the person receiving them.  That means
they are likely to be rejected causing post graft disease which re-
quires a life time of anti-rejection medication, but adult stem 
cells, because they come from you, match your body perfectly 
and won’t be rejected.  A clear plus!

If all of this is true, then why on earth are scientists pushing so 
hard for funding to keep embryonic stem cell research going?  
There is actually one thing that an embryo can do that adult stem
cells can’t.  They can grow into a fully formed human being.
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Dr. Robert P. George professor of Juries Prudence at Princeton 
University has been talking about this at length for years.  Back 
in 2005 he wrote an article called fetal attraction in which he 
noted that embryonic stem cell researchers did not seem happy 
about the discovery of ways to get embryonic stem cells without
killing the embryo.  He suggested that the likely reason was 
ominous.

Dr. George quote

3 short years later, that future is upon us.  Passed by the N.J. 
Legislature in 2004, N.J. Assembly bill 2840 was billed as an 
anti-cloning measure.  But notice the deception, the law does 
make cloning a crime in the first degree, but cloning is defined 
in an unprecedented way, cultivating the cell through the egg, 
embryo, fetal and newborn stages into a new human individual.  
That means that the crime of cloning would not occur unless the 
child is allowed to be born.  But allowing the cloned child to 
grow up to and including nine month gustation before harvest-
ing its organs is now legal in the state of New Jersey.  And now 
the bio-tech industry is working fast and furiously to pass simi-
lar laws in every state of the nation using deceptive marketing to
hide the true goals of their legislation. They are duping many 
into supporting these laws without ever understanding what they
are voting for.

Talking about a slippery slope!  Growing babies to harvest their 
parts? How could this happen?

Proverbs 14:12

To get from harvesting stem cells from a 5 day embryo, to har-
vesting organs and tissues from a fetus at 9 months gestation is 
actually not that much of a leap.  The reasoning used for the first
is completely consistent with the reasoning used for the second. 
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There is no doubting that a human embryo is a member of the 
human species.  It is a complete singular living organism.  But if
we can kill an embryo to harvest its parts, our human dignity 
and value is not based on simply being human.  Instead it is 
based on our abilities and level of development.

The embryo does not yet feel pain or have consciousness, smile 
or laugh.  It doesn’t yet think or make free decisions, but even a 
9 month fetus can only do some of these things to a certain de-
gree.  That is just the point- To feel pain and have conscious-
ness, to smile or laugh, to think and make free decisions.  These 
things are very different in different people at different times 
and for various reasons.  If the life of an embryo is in danger be-
cause it lacks certain abilities human dignity is based on things 
that change from one person to another and if that’s, true, all of 
us are at risk!

The reality of embryonic life

When we find out that a child has been conceived, we know that
something momentous has happened.  The reality of the tiny hu-
man life now present impresses itself upon us strongly, and 
thoughts run through our mind of the potential this life possess-
es.  Embryonic stem cell research involves the direct and delib-
erate taking of a human life.  A life with the same reality and 
same inherent potential as any new life conceived with the 
mother’s womb.

Psalm 139: 13-16

Each and every one of us was once an embryo, alive, growing, 
unique, full of potential and loved by God.  We were small, but 
important.  Our lives mattered.  But some would question 
whether we have value and dignity.  In mankind’s dark history, 
the question of whether some humans have dignity, has been 
asked many times before.  As the American Catholic Bishop’s 
wrote in 2008:
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American Catholic Bishops quote

Ultimately, this is what stem cell research implies.  Shortly after 
Christ was made incarnet in the womb of the Virgin Mary, while
he was still a tiny embryo, his Mother visited her cousin Eliza-
beth.  “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb”.  Elizabeth recognized the great value of the tiny
embryonic life within Mary’s body.  “And how does this happen
to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”  Even 
though he was an embryo unable to do anything but grow and 
develop, utterly dependent on the care of others, he was still the 
Lord God., Prince of Peace.  He was still a person, a son pos-
sessing an unimaginable value and potential.  He wasn’t valu-
able because of what he could do or not do as a tiny embryo; he 
was valuable because of who he was and where he came from.  
And so are we.  I’m Michelle Yax and this has been Moral Com-
pass.


