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Mike and Simon in cabin MIKE: Everyone desires happiness. But modern man 
sees obedience to God as opposed to happiness. He 
sees service to God as slavery - as hindering his free-
dom and fulfillment.  He sees God’s law, the moral 
law, as an imposition on him from the outside. But 
where can man find happiness, if not in God? And 
what, indeed, is happiness?
SIMON: This final episode of “Moral Compass,” is an 
exhortation to draw near to God, our Origin and Goal, 
the fulfillment of all our desires for happiness, with a 
brief, general treatment of our moral obligations to 
Him. Many of us, as well as many of our friends, ac-
quaintances, and family members, have a difficult 
time seeing God as anything more than an angry and 
overbearing parent. Perhaps this is because of 
strained relationships with our own, earthly parents. 
But God is not a human father, He is the Heavenly Fa-
ther. We were created to find our happiness in inti-
mate communion with Him. So we shouldn’t let past 
hurts prevent us from experiencing the liberating joy 
of God’s righteous love. As Pope Saint John Paul II in-
vited Americans in 1993, ... “Let us pause, and reason
together.”

OPENING OPENING

“The God who made the world and every-
thing in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, 
does not live in shrines made by man, nor 
is he served by human hands, as though 
he needed anything, since he himself gives
to all men life and breath and everything. 
And he has made from one every nation of 
men to live on all the face of the earth … 
that they should seek God, in the hope that 
they might feel after him and find him. Yet 
he is not far from each one of us, for ‘in him
we live and move and have our being.’” 
Acts 17:24-28

The God who made the world and everything in it, be-
ing Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to 
all men life and breath and everything. And he has 
made from one every nation of men to live on all the 
face of the earth … that they should seek God, in the 
hope that they might feel after him and find him. Yet 
he is not far from each one of us, for ‘in him we live 
and move and have our being.’
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Mike in cabin MIKE: God is greater than we can even imagine. He 
created and sustains the entire universe from the 
largest galaxies to the smallest atoms. He is the mind 
behind the splendid variety of living and non-living 
creatures, and the complex organization of their parts.
He is the hidden mystery above, below, around and 
filling all that exists, and everything that exists partici-
pates in His goodness, reflecting something of the 
glory of Him, their Creator. He contains all things, but 
cannot be contained by anything. Nor does He lack 
anything, nor need anything from his creatures, for he
gives them everything they have and are.
Alone among all of the visible creation, God created 
mankind with intellect and free will, so that we might 
participate in His goodness and reflect His glory as 
only free and rational beings can do. He is present to 
all human beings at all times, calling us from within to 
seek and do what is true and good, avoiding evil and 
falsehood; and to worship and serve Him. He does 
not need us to do these things for His own sake, but 
for ours. He calls us to live in such a way that we’ll 
have and preserve the capacity of intimate commu-
nion with Him.
The mysterious, hidden God, who speaks to our souls
in the silence, is the source from which we’ve come, 
and the purpose for which we exist. We were created 
to find joy in Him. Freely taking Him as Lord, and 
walking in His Way according to the pattern of His life,
we walk the path of true happiness.

If this is the case (and it is): why do we not trust Him? 
Why do we turn our hearts away from Him?

“There is no fear in love, but perfect 
love casts out fear. For fear has to do 
with punishment, and he who fears is 
not perfected in love.” 1 John 4:18

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 
fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and he who 
fears is not perfected in love.
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Simon hiking SIMON: Why don’t we trust God? It seems that many 
of us perceive God as a threat because of fear. For 
whatever reason, perhaps the failure of people in our 
own lives, we are afraid on some level that real, un-
selfish love doesn’t really exist, or that nobody could 
really love us in that way. But divine love, as well as 
faith and hope, for that matter, is opposed to fear - 
love desires union with God, recognizing that God is 
trustworthy, expecting Him to fulfill his promises. But 
fear is unable to wait, unable to trust, unable to see 
God’s beauty.

Simon hiking Fear is unable fully to acknowledge God as Lord, be-
cause it will not abandon its own security, its own fu-
ture, into the hands of another. Fear is much more 
content to trust in what it has created for itself - in 
what it can control. This is how false gods - idols - are 
created. And even believers, even Christians, create 
such idols.

By way of false idols, men and women, to one degree 
or another, worship themselves and their various de-
sires, and become pulled around and enslaved to 
these desires rather than be vulnerable before God, 
letting Him unify, direct, and give meaning to their 
lives.

“Once man has lost the fundamental 
orientation which unifies his existence, 
he breaks down into the multiplicity of 
his desires; in refusing to await the 
time of promise, his life-story disinte-
grates into a myriad of unconnected in-
stants. Idolatry, then, is always polythe-
ism, an aimless passing from one lord 
to another. Idolatry does not offer a 
journey but rather a plethora of paths 
leading nowhere and forming a vast 
labyrinth. Those who choose not to put 
their trust in God must hear the din of 
countless idols crying out: ‘Put your 
trust in me!’” Lumen Fidei #13

In his Encyclical Letter on Faith, Pope Francis writes 
that “Once man has lost the fundamental orientation 
which unifies his existence, he breaks down into the 
multiplicity of his desires; in refusing to await the time 
of promise, his life-story disintegrates into a myriad of 
unconnected instants. Idolatry, then, is always poly-
theism, an aimless passing from one lord to another. 
Idolatry does not offer a journey but rather a plethora 
of paths leading nowhere and forming a vast 
labyrinth. Those who choose not to put their trust in 
God must hear the din of countless idols crying out: 
‘Put your trust in me!’” (Lumen Fidei #13).

Unlike the idols of our own making, driven by our vari-
ous, fleeting desires, God is eminently trustworthy

PLEASURE & JOY
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Mike in cabin MIKE: In this light, we can examine the question of 
happiness and its meaning. What is happiness? Does
it consist in following one or another of our countless 
desires? Is it found in knowledge? Health? Respect? 
Friendship? Power? Pleasure? Or is it discovered in 
following a desire for something much greater, some-
thing that can unify and direct all of these disparate 
desires into the right harmony?

And a related question: How is happiness experi-
enced? Is it in the pleasure of the senses? Or in the 
deeper experience of joy?

Pleasure is, of course, good and necessary - but it’s 
comparatively shallow. It resides in the stimulation of 
the senses. In that sense, it’s as easy to find pleasure 
as it is to find something pleasing; and pleasure lasts 
only as long as the external stimulus remains.

Mike in cabin But joy, on the other hand, is not related so much to 
external stimulation as to internal moral and spiritual 
realities, and so joy is more enduring. It is experi-
enced in the appreciation of truth and goodness, and 
in the enjoyment of moral excellence or a job well 
done. And while pleasure and pain are opposites, joy 
comes from enduring trials with patience and 
courage. Finally, joy is characteristic of authentic love 
- while pleasure often masquerades as a counterfeit 
love.

But where can the greatest joy be found, except in the
source of love, truth and goodness? These words of 
St. Augustine could have been said by any one of the 
many millions of God-lovers throughout history: “Joy 
in truth is happiness: for it is joy in You, God, who are 
Truth, my Light, the Salvation of my countenance and 
my God.” And again, “Man ... desires to praise thee. 
Thou dost so excite him that to praise Thee is his joy. 
For Thou hast made us for Thyself and our hearts are 
restless till they rest in Thee.”

THE VIRTUE OF RELIGION
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“This is the very condition of our birth, that 
we render to the God who made us that 
just homage which is His due; that we ac-
knowledge Him alone as God, and follow 
Him. It is from this ligature of piety, which 
binds us and joins us to God, that religion 
derives its name.” Lactantius, Divinae Insti-
tutiones, lib. IV

This is the very condition of our birth, that we render 
to the God who made us that just homage which is 
His due; that we acknowledge Him alone as God, and
follow Him. It is from this ligature of piety, which binds 
us and joins us to God, that religion derives its name.

Simon hiking SIMON: In truth, a deep desire for God is buried with-
in the heart of every person. Each of the blessings of 
life bear witness to the Origin of all blessings. For this 
reason, man can only find true happiness when he 
strives to return to God some measure of the honor 
and thanks due to Him. This is a debt that can never 
be fully repaid. The best we can conceivably do, is 
strive to offer Him our entire lives. We must acknowl-
edge God’s Lordship over our life by honoring Him, 
praising Him, thanking Him, offering right sacrifice, 
and asking Him for forgiveness and help. Fulfilling 
these obligations - or, better yet - these needs, has to 
do with what we call the virtue of religion.

Simon hiking

I: I am the LORD your God, who brought 
you out of ... the house of bondage. You 
shall have no other gods before me ... You 
shall not make for yourself ... any likeness 
of anything that is in heaven above, or that 
is on the earth beneath, or that is in the wa-
ter under the earth; you shall not bow down
to them or serve them.

SIMON: The first three of the Ten Commandments are
related to this virtue:

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of ... 
the house of bondage. You shall have no other gods 
before me ... You shall not make for yourself ... any 
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is
on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth; you shall not bow down to them or serve them.

SIMON: This first commandment enjoins us not to let 
any work of our hands, or any other creature, take the
place of God, placing our trust in them. These can 
only bind us to our disordered and fleeting passions, 
and ultimately disappoint us.
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II: You shall not take the name of 
the LORD your God in vain ...

You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in 
vain ...

SIMON: The second commandment enjoins us to give
due honor and respect to the name of God, and any-
thing or anyone specially consecrated to God’s ser-
vice.

III: Observe the sabbath day, to keep it 
holy ... in it you shall not do any 
work ...

Observe the sabbath day, to keep it holy ... in it you 
shall not do any work ...

SIMON: The third commandment enjoins us to carry 
out the public worship of God according to the way He
wants it, and to observe the relaxation of body and 
mind required to be aware of his presence in the 
midst of life.

These three commandments of religion demand that 
we relate to God in accordance with who He is, and 
with who we are, as His creatures. They teach us how
to conduct ourselves before the hidden God for whom
we long, who dwells in unapproachable light. In Him 
alone can we find true happiness.

“When the time had fully come, God 
sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, to redeem those 
who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons.” Gala-
tians 4:4-5

When the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son,
born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those 
who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons.

Mike in cabin MIKE: Up until now, we’ve not mentioned the Son of 
God, Jesus Christ. The mysterious God, the Creator 
we’ve been speaking of, is the very God who sent His 
Eternal Son to be born a man, to live, to teach and 
preach, and to die; to rise, and to found a Church to 
spread the knowledge and love of Him everywhere. 
By giving His Word a human face, God made it possi-
ble for us to know Him as He is; and at the same time,
He shows us how to be truly human.

Hence, when God revealed Himself in Jesus Christ, 
each of the three commandments of religion, and the 
other seven, received their fullest meanings. Likewise,
the way of happiness has been more fully revealed.
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THE BEATITUDES: THE “DEEP WISDOM”
OF CHRISTIANITY
“I came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly.” John 10:10

I came that they may have life, and have it abundant-
ly.

Mike in cabin MIKE: One way that Christ completed and fulfilled the 
Ten Commandments, showing the way of happiness, 
was to preach the Eight Beatitudes. The Command-
ments show us how to be just to God and man, and 
are the minimal requirements of love; the Beatitudes, 
for their part, show us the virtues or dispositions of Di-
vine Love. They are a reflection of the character of 
Christ, and summarize the path to deep spiritual joy, 
or “blessedness.”
VOICE: He opened his mouth and taught them, say-
ing:

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven.

"Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be com-
forted.

"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for right-
eousness, for they shall be satisfied.

"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called sons of God.

"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteous-
ness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
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Simon hiking SIMON: Some of the Beatitudes seem paradoxical. 
You might say that the Beatitudes are part of the 
“deep wisdom” of Christianity. Contemplated in the 
light of all the teachings of Christ and with our person-
al encounter with him, the Eight Beatitudes present 
the way to true happiness as humility, detachment, 
long-suffering, submissiveness, good-doing, sin-
gle-mindedness, interior peace, love, courage, and 
righteousness. It takes a lifetime, and more, to plumb 
their depths and to truly learn to practice them; to 
know and practice them intimately is to know Christ 
intimately, and in Christ is hidden “all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge.”

“THE LIBERATING JOY OF GOD’S 
RIGHTEOUS LOVE”

Mike in cabin MIKE: By means of the Beatitudes, and the other 
moral and spiritual teachings of Christ, the Christian 
purifies his heart and prepares his soul for union with 
God.

But let us ask again, one more time, can God be trust-
ed’? Is He worthy of taking the risk? Is true happiness 
really to be found in seeking communion with Him and
obeying His will?

The answer this question is, of course, an emphatic 
“yes”! God’s love, as He has revealed it to us in 
Christ, is eminently trustworthy, and for two reasons:

Reason #1: GOD’S LOVE IS 
UNCONDITIONAL
“God shows his love for us in 
that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us.” (Rom 5:8)
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Mike and Simon in cabin SIMON: Unlike the imperfect love we have received 
from other human beings, God’s love is truly uncondi-
tional. His love comes before us - it is not dependent 
upon anything that we have done or not done, nor 
does it depend upon whether or not we love Him. As 
the Apostle John wrote, “In this is love, not that we 
have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son
to be the expiation for our sins.” (1Jn 4:10) God does 
not wait, but Himself takes the initiative of love. Even 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Put an-
other way, God is is kind and merciful. He is patient 
and slow to anger, because He knows that we are 
weak, and He does not wish us to perish. For this rea-
son, we should not be afraid that He won’t accept us 
because of who we are or what we’ve done. When we
fall, he is always ready and willing to forgive us.

REASON #2: GOD’S LOVE IS 
RIGHTEOUS
“bible quote”

Mike and Simon in cabin SIMON: Secondly, God’s love is righteous. Ultimately, 
He does not, and cannot, tolerate sin. Put negatively, 
God’s love is not “permissive love,” for permissive 
love is a false love. When someone loves us with a 
permissive love, they leave alone with the twisting, 
deadly influence of sin - they leave us in our self-de-
ception, in our bad conscience. They leave us alone 
to relentless slave-drivers, our passions - covetous-
ness, gluttony, greed, anger, lust - they leave us in a 
state in which we can never have peace, never have 
joy. On some level, we all know this, even children 
perceive this - and are better able to respect and love 
those who hold them to better standards.
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MIKE: God is both infinitely merciful and infinitely 
righteous. For this reason we can trust Him with our 
whole lives. His infinite mercy and love comfort us and
give us progressively the stability and strength to fulfill
His high moral demands. His infinite righteousness 
and holiness prove to us that his mercy and love are 
not a sham; that they’re real, and not mere sentiment.

MIKE: So let us turn to the Lord with our whole hearts,
entrusting our lives to him wholeheartedly by worship-
ing Him as He desires, and conforming our lives to 
His plan, taking His “moral compass” into our hands, 
the compass that directs us according to right reason, 
and which He has entrusted to His One, Holy, 
Catholic, and Apostolic Church.

I’m Michael Voris, and this has been, “Moral Com-
pass.” God love you.

QUOTE


