
DEMOLITION OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH II:

The Devastation Of Catholic Education

<<STEADY CAM>>
Hello everyone and welcome to our all new program Dispatches .. this episode is the second part 
of a series of five we’ve called - The Demolition of the Faith.  

I’m your host, Michael Voris. <<GREEN CAM>>

The educational system of the Catholic Church was once a mighty force.  It educated multitudes 
of children and .. most importantly ... passed the faith onto the next generation of Catholics.  It 
was just one of many bright spots in the Church.  

Hollywood even went so far as to lionize Catholic education in such famous movies as The Bells 
of St. Mary’s starring Bing Crosby and Ingrid Bergman .. but those days are L-O-N-G gone. 
<<STEADY CAM>>

Today, the educational system of the Church is almost NON-EXISTENT in comparison with 
what it once was.  With each passing year ... the Catholic school system SHRINKS.  

We see FEWER priests ... brothers ... and sisters teaching.  This results in the need for more lay 
teachers to replace them. The huge increase in lay teachers substantially drives UP the cost of 
tuition for students.

This hike in costs has created a cycle of FEWER students because it’s being priced out of reach 
for most. Fewer students means LESS students receiving CATHOLIC education.  <<LOOP 
CAM>>

Fewer Catholics educated in the authentic faith results in a downgrade of Catholic life, which 
results in fewer vocations to the religious life which translates into fewer and fewer religious 
teaching in the schools so the cost continues to RISE and the cycle repeats.

In addition, it MUST be noted, that in comparison to days long passed, Catholic couples have 
succumbed to the culture of contraception and are now having fewer and fewer children - this 
has resulted in a smaller pool of students for Catholic schools - which in consumer terms, means 
fewer customers paying for the product - which drives up the costs for the remaining students.
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But over and above the financial constraints preventing the passing on of the faith, there’s 
another problem.  WHAT is being taught in these schools is often NOT the Catholic faith. 
<<GREEN CAM>>

The general apostasy among the laity we spoke of in the previous episode should make faithful 
parents very nervous about sending their children to Catholic schools whose faculties are drawn 
from the pool of increasingly poorly catechized and unbelieving so-called Catholic teachers.   

A spectacular drop in the numbers of religious teachers, fewer students, the resulting financial 
crunch and the actual lack of a truly Catholic education …all these things are having a 
devastating impact. 

Unable to deal with plummeting enrollments and the inability to pay a higher wage to an almost 
total lay faculty .. Catholic schools are simply closing.  <<LOOP CAM>>

The sickness that has set in throughout the Church, has been both aided by the precipitous 
decline in Catholic education and at the same time done great injury to Catholic education - a 
horrible cycle.

The death that the Church is experiencing in America is nothing short of astounding, which 
you’ll see from our research.  Earlier this year, ChurchMilitant.TV spent weeks poring over the 
official numbers from the Catholic Church measuring Catholic life in more than 40 categories. 

What has happened to Catholic education is almost beyond belief – both in its scope and the 
speed.

This illness raises many questions: Where are the Bishops?  How did we get here?  How can we 
revive a dying city? Unfortunately, the answers seem to escape everyone. <<STEADY CAM>>

In this Dispatches episode on Catholic education we are going to simply lay out the facts in the 
form of statistics ... charts ... and graphs.  These facts come from the Official Catholic Directory 
also known as the Kennedy Directory – the Church’s OWN directory.

We went back over 200 years in researching the life of the Church in the United States and what 
we found is a very sad story which seems to be nearing its conclusion. 

So ... let’s begin. <<GREEN CAM>>
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First up is a graph on the number diocesan high schools in America.  As we can see there is an 
overall DOWNWARD trend.  1947 was the high point in the number of Catholic high schools in 
America -  we had 1,653 high schools.  

In 2012, however, when the number was heading for the cliff - get this - we now have only 731 
high schools. And this is happening in an environment where we have the raw numbers of 
Catholics increasing - remarkable. 

We have LOST more than half of the diocesan high schools - 56 percent to be exact.  Put another 
way - 14 Catholic high schools close up shop every year. <<LOOP CAM>>
 
If we continue this trend the last diocesan high school in America will close in roughly 2065 – 
just 50 years from now and that is assuming the RATE of closures stays the same as it is now – 
from all angles, the RATE of the shrinking of the Church looks to be increasing.

Next, a graph on the number of diocesan high school STUDENTS.  As expected from the results 
of the previous graph, we’ll see an overall DOWNWARD trend.  
<<GREEN CAM>>

In 1965, we had 698,032 high school students.  In 2012, however, we have only 327,345 high 
school students.  From roughly 700,000 to a little over 300,000. We have LOST more than half 
of diocesan high school students - 54 percent in raw numbers to be exact. <<STEADY CAM>>

Measuring the decline by the RATE per Catholics, an even SCARIER number jumps out from 
1965. <<GREEN CAM>>

In that year, there were 153 diocesan high school students for every 10,000 Catholics, in 2012 
there were 48 - a DROP in the RATE of 69 percent. 

Here is another graph … this one on the number of private high schools.  As we can see, once 
again, there is an overall DOWNWARD trend.  In 1964, we had 901 private high schools.  In 
2012, however, we have only 595 surviving private high schools, thus a DECREASE of 34 
percent.     

As a follow up on that, here is a graph on the number of private high school students.  Again we 
can see there is an overall DOWNWARD trend.  In 1969, we had 422,081 private high school 
students.  
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In 2012, however, we have only 296,286 private high school students, a DECREASE of 30 
percent. <<STEADY CAM>>

In other words, in 1965 there were 88 private high school students for every 10,000 Catholics, in 
2012 there were 43 - a DECLINE of 51 percent. 

Up next is a different graph on the number of parochial grade schools. Were you expecting 
anything else? Of course, it’s an overall DOWNWARD trend. <<GREEN CAM>>  

In 1966, we had 10,550 parochial grade schools. Many of us went to them .. including me. And if 
you are in your late 40’s or older, your experience was probably one of nuns in habits teaching 
like mine was.

In 2012, however, we now have only 5,378 parochial grade schools.  Less than half of parochial 
grade schools in America from the 1960s remain - 49 percent to be exact.  If we continue this 
trend the last parochial grade school in America will close in roughly 2060!   

Take a look at this next graph on the number of parochial grade school students.  Big surprise, 
the numbers are DOWN.  In 1963, when I was just two years old, there were 4,524,393 parochial 
grade school students .. 4 and half million .. the high point.  

In 2012, however, we have just a little less 1.4 million .. 1,382,539 to be precise. 
<<STEADY CAM>>

We have LOST roughly THREE FOURTHS .. of parochial grade school students - 69 percent to 
be exact.  In other words, in 1963 there were 1,032 parochial grade school students for every 
10,000 Catholics, in 2012 there were 203 - a staggering DECLINE of 80 percent.  <<GREEN 
CAM>>

Now here is a graph on the number of priests teaching. No surprise, there’s less doing so, than 
ever.  In 1966, we had 12,373 priests teaching.  In 2012, however, we have just 1,199.  We have 
experienced a DECREASE of 90 percent - UNBELIEVABLE!  From 12,000 to 12-hundred. A 
cataclysmic melt down.

In other words, in 1966 there were 2.68 priests teaching for every 10,000 Catholics, in 2012 there 
were 0.175 - a HUGE DECLINE of 93 percent.  At this rate ..  the last student to be taught by a 
priest in a Catholic school in America will take place in roughly 2018 - five years from now!
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Since we’re talking about teaching, let’s check out this graph on the number of lay teachers. 
 First upward trend so far, although it isn’t necessarily a good thing. In 1959, we had 43,745 lay 
people teaching.  In 2012, however, we have 162,018 lay people teaching.  <<STEADY 
CAM>>

We have experienced a nearly fourfold INCREASE - 370 percent to be exact.  

As for those of the religious brethren that teach, here is a graph on the number of brothers 
teaching. <<GREEN CAM>>

In 1967 the high water mark for the number of religious brothers teaching in US Catholic schools 
- we had 5,962 brothers teaching.  

In 2012, however, we have just 698 brothers teaching.  In raw numbers .. We have lost much 
more than THREE FOURTHS of brothers teaching - 88 percent to be exact. Essentially from 
6000 to 600 in just two generations.

And when we measure the RATE of decline .. a much more predictive number because it takes 
in the trend relative to the overall number of Catholics.. for religious bothers teaching in Catholic 
schools .. the rate experienced a monstrous decline of 92 percent. <<STEADY CAM>>

At this rate .. the last student to be taught by a religious brother in America will be in class in 
roughly 2017 three years from now.

To cap off the numbers on the religious, here’s a graph on the number of religious sisters 
teaching. <<GREEN CAM>>

In 1964 again the high water mark, we had 104,441 sisters teaching.  

In 2012, however, we have just 4,026 sisters teaching.  We have experienced more than a 25-
FOLD decrease in the number of sisters teaching ... 96 percent to be exact.  From a high of 
104,000 to just the 4,000.

In other words, in 1964 there were 23 nuns for every 10,000 Catholics, in 2012 there were 0.59 - 
an EPIC DECLINE of 97 percent!  If we continue on this path the last student to be taught by a 
sister in America will take place in roughly 2015!  <<LOOP CAM>>
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Think about all this for a moment.  At these trends .. no Catholic student in America will have a 
priest as a teacher by 2018, a brother by 2017 or a sister by 2015. 

Of course, you have to allow for statistical aberrations in very isolated pockets where the trend 
has been bucked, but if you don’t live in one of these statistical aberrant areas – then the end of 
the trend will be soon by you – No Catholic priests, brothers of sisters teaching your children. 
<<GREEN CAM>>

And finally, the number of Catholic universities.  No exceptions to the trend here either.  In 
1966, we had 309 Catholic universities.  In 2012, however, we have just 233 Catholic 
universities.  We have lost one quarter of the Catholic universities in US ...  25 percent to be 
exact. 

The main takeaway with all of this is this - with each successive generation, less and less 
emphasis is placed on a Catholic education.  This is BAD news. <<LOOP CAM>>

Now ... there isn’t any doubt that the Church in America is contracting in unprecedented fashion 
- the numbers don’t lie.  In a few areas ... the contraction is complete and there is nothing more 
than a remnant left.  

The question now becomes ... how has the Catholic world been influenced by these drastic 
changes?  

After all ... if the Catholic world is shrinking there must be a change of attitudes in some way, 
shape, or form.  To do this ... we’ll look at some polls that came from a report entitled, 
“Catholics in America” by William V. D’Antonio, Mary Gautier, and Michele Dillion. 
<<STEADY CAM>>

The first poll looks at morality and who decides it.  The poll poses the question, “Who should 
have final say about what is right or wrong? Church leaders, individuals, or both?”  As we can 
see, the poll was taken in 1987, 1993, 1999, 2005, and 2011 - every sixth year.

In addition, the poll collects data for opinions on divorce and remarriage, abortion, sex outside of 
marriage, homosexuality, and contraception.  The main takeaway from this graph is .. as time 
goes on .. fewer Catholics look to church leaders as sole moral arbiters.  This is BAD news. 
 <<GREEN CAM>>

Let’s change gears here and look at some data from the Pew Research Center. These polls are 
from the report, “U.S. Catholics: Key Data from Pew Research.”
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The first poll looks at how Catholics view so-called same-sex marriage.  The poll poses the 
question, “Do you favor/support same-sex marriage?”  As we can see, the poll was taken every 
year from 2001 to 2012.  In 2001, 40 percent of Catholics supported same-sex marriage. 

In 2012, 54 percent of Catholics supported same-sex marriage - a majority. AND more than any 
other religious group polled AND second only to the self-identified non-religious. <<LOOP 
CAM>>

In other words, Catholics are beginning to look more and more like atheists and agnostics on the 
question of same sex marriage than any other religious group.

Let’s look at another Pew poll.  This one on abortion.  The poll asks the question, “Do you think 
abortion should be legal in all/most cases, or illegal in all/most cases?”  <<GREEN CAM>>

As shown, some 54 percent of white Catholics want abortion to be legal in all/most cases.  And 
this poll was taken in 2011 & 2012.  The main takeaway here is that the majority of white 
Catholics support the slaughter of children.

We could go on and on here with data, polls, and charts, but the point is blatantly clear, enough 
to make your very soul feint within you. Catholic education is dying really gone in its essence 
AND Catholics are holding positions in opposition to the faith while assimilating the culture. 
<<LOOP CAM>>

We are in real trouble.  EVERYTHING we could measure is in DECLINE.  We searched high 
and low through reams and reams of data and numbers and mountains of research.  
Not one single category showed any promise at all. The numbers don’t lie.  The Church in 
America will surely perish if we don’t do something - and do something bold and without 
precedent. It has in other places and America is no different.

God love you. I’m Michael Voris.
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