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MAJESTY OF THE FAITH
Mystical Body

Hello and welcome to the Majesty of the Faith .. the program where we reflect on the 
great gift of the Catholic Faith .. in all its simple majesty.

I’m your host Michael Voris.

In this season of Majesty of the faith we are concentrating specifically on the Church and 
those various aspects of The Catholic Church that taken together or separately show forth 
the living miracle that is The Catholic Church .. and by extension PROVE that it is 
Divine in its origin.

The first three episodes we concentrated on triple aspect of the Church’s Unity – her 
unity in government, faith and worship.

This unity .. unbroken down thru the ages .. 2000 years of Sacred History demonstrates .. 
proves .. her Divine origin.

Given this Divine origin .. let’s now think for a couple of minutes on what the 
implications of that Divine Origin are.

Almighty God personally established the Catholic Church.  God the Son did so on St. 
Peter.  He brought the Church forth into visibility .. God the Holy Spirit did this on 
Pentecost.  And God the Father made ready for the Church by preparing the people of 
Israel with the promise of a Redeemer and His kingdom .. all preached by the prophets.

Just as an aside .. all of this work is done by all three Divine Persons .. but we human 
make a distinction to help us more fully grasp the reality of salvation history.

So today we have the visible reality of the Catholic Church.  

In 1943 Pope Pius XII declared in his encyclical .. Mystici Corporis .. “To describe this 
true Church of Christ – which is the Holy, Catholic, Apostolic, Roman, Church -  there is 
no name more noble, none more excellent, none more Divine, than the expression, ‘The 
Mystical Body of Jesus Christ’.” 

This understanding goes all the way back to St. Paul who largely abandoned the Old 
Testament vocabulary of The People of God and adopted the even deeper expression, ‘the 
body of Christ’.

He uses this term multiple times throughout his epistles to the first century Catholics. He 
stresses that the community of believers in Christ form the body of Christ while Our 
Blessed Lord Himself is the head.



Using this language, St. Paul vividly depicts the inner spiritual connection Christ and His 
Church restored by faith, charity and grace.

In the wider and more complete understanding of the mystical body, the Church means 
the communion or unity that exists of ALL those made holy by the grace of Christ – these 
include the faithful on earth, those in the place of purification who are not yet completely 
justified and the perfectly justified in Heaven.

We speak therefore in the terms of the Church Triumphant, The Church Suffering and the 
Church Militant each ALL composing the mystical body of Christ.

In the more narrow sense .. the term means the visible Church of Christ on earth. And 
even here we can make a helpful distinction which reflects how much depth is contained 
in the term mystical body.

We can speak if the external and internal dimension of the visible body of Christ on earth. 
To paraphrase St. Robert Bellarmine .. we can view the Church as a community of men 
who express the same faith by participation in the sacraments under the authority of their 
lawful pastors especially the Pope.

But internally .. we can understand the term “mystical body” as the Son of God in human 
form constantly appearing, constantly being renewed, eternally being rejuvenated.  

The summary would be this .. the Church is the Son of God always being presented and 
represented to the world through the community of the faithful.

The union between Christ and his Catholic Church is expressed perfectly when Our 
Blessed Lord says to Saul .. traveling along the road to Damascus to round up Catholics .. 
“Saul, Saul, who do you persecute ME?”

There is no greater blessing on earth than to be incorporated into the mystical body of 
Christ so that we move to be united completely to Christ in heavenly glory.

GOD Love you.  I’m Michael Voris.


