
Episode 2: The Scriptures and Matrimony
The Catholic Church gets Her teaching on the sacrament of Matrimony from the words of the 
Son of God Himself in the Gospels. Despite that, there are Catholic bishops insisting on 
changing the teaching.

Cardinal Walter Kasper from Germany is the one who raised the discussion in early 2014 when 
he suggested that divorced and civilly remarried Catholics, unrepentant in their adultery, be 
allowed to receive the Holy Eucharist.

Since then, the secular media, nominal Catholics and liberal priests and bishops — including 
Cardinal Marx, head of the German bishops' conference — have been pushing for a change in 
the way the Church deals with the situation. But faithful Catholics have been working hard to 
pass on the unchanging doctrine of the Church. The book Remaining in the Truth of Christ is one
of the leading sources to help people untangle the misunderstanding spread by Cardinals Kasper 
and Marx and those who think like them.

Sacred Scripture establishes that marriage was part of God’s plan for men and women from their 
creation in the book of Genesis:

So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one 
of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken 
from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, 
“This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh … .” Therefore a man leaves his 
father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. (Gen 2:21–24)

This was God’s pattern for men and women — that they’d be companions and helpers for each 
other. The Hebrew people as the chosen people of God took marriage very seriously. God’s 
command to them to be fruitful and multiply was a sacred duty. If a man refused to marry he was
said to have “lessened the image of God in the world,” and “to have slain his posterity.” A man 
could delay or stay unmarried only if he devoted his whole time to studying the Law.

When the Hebrews left Egypt they still had pagan Egyptian habits. If a man couldn’t divorce his 
woman, he might kill or abandon her, so Moses allowed divorce so that wouldn’t happen. Saint 
Augustine tells us that Moses demanded that a document be drawn up for the divorce. The 
Scribes were the only ones allowed to compose legal documents, so a husband seeking divorce 
was compelled to go to the religious superiors who could try to counsel him to change his mind, 
hoping that good will would win out in the end. But if it didn’t, the innocent would be protected.

Divorce was considered a grave sin against God and society. The Hebrews knew the family was 
the bedrock of society, and having children and stable families was a duty not just to his own 
family but to society as a whole. God said through the prophet Malachi: “ For I hate divorce, 
says the Lord, the God of Israel.”

Over time, marriage became degraded because the Jews fell away from God, worshipping their 
neighbor’s false pagan gods and adopting their culture. Divorce became shamefully common for 
all sorts of reasons. It came to a point where women didn’t want to marry because they could be 
divorced for just about any reason.

Divorce was also a legal obligation if a man’s wife or betrothed was sexually unfaithful. That’s 
why St. Joseph was so distraught about finding out that Our Lady was pregnant. The law didn’t 
allow him to overlook the mystery of her pregnancy, and as a good Jew, the law forced him to 
act or he’d be violating the law, committing a sin himself.
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In Matthew's Gospel, Our Lord Jesus Christ reinforced His original intentions for marriage, 
declaring it to be indissoluble — but it wasn’t very well received.

Have you not read that the one who made them at the beginning “made them male and 
female,” and said, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined 
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh”? So they are no longer two, but one 
flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate…. And I say to you, 
whoever divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and marries another commits adultery. 
(Matthew 19:4–6; 9)

In the Gospel of Saint Mark, it’s said the disciples asked Our Lord about it after the people had 
gone away. Another time they did that was for the parable of the seed and the sower. After Our 
Lord spoke the parable to the people, he explained it privately to His apostles. But this time there
would be no explanation. Our Lord repeated without proverb, metaphor or simile in the Gospel 
according to Saint Mark: “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery 
against her; and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery” (Mark 
10:11–12).

His disciples questioned whether it was even worth getting married at all.

The only other example they had of marriage was that of the pagans. The Greeks had absolutely 
no stigma attached to sexual relations outside of marriage; it was accepted and expected. The 
Greek statesman and orator Demosthenes said:

We have courtesans for the sake of pleasure; we have concubines for the sake of daily 
cohabitation; we have wives for the purpose of having children legitimately, and of 
having a faithful guardian for all our household affairs.

It was demanded that the respectable Greek wife should have no part in social life, that she 
couldn’t eat with men or even appear on the street alone. The most complete moral purity was 
demanded of her while men enjoyed as much sexual immorality as they wanted. All a man had to
do was verbally dismiss his wife in the presence of two witnesses and she was divorced. That 
was it.

The Romans had such high standards for marriage, there wasn’t a single account of divorce in 
the first 500 years. But when they conquered the Greeks with military might, Greek  immorality 
quickly became a way of life in the empire.

In a short time marriage became nothing more than an unfortunate necessity. A cynical Roman 
motto said: “Marriage brings only two happy days — the day when the husband first clasps his 
wife to his breast, and the day when he lays her in the tomb.”

It’s against this backdrop that Our Lord presented His teaching on the indissolubility of 
marriage. Many of his listeners were unwilling to accept it. Our Lord’s teaching would be next to
humanly impossible to maintain and everyone knew it. But they didn’t yet understand the graces 
that would be poured out from His sacrifice on the Cross, and that the Holy Spirit would 
strengthen them if they were faithful.

It’s evident that God hates divorce. He said so Himself. But if we look in the Gospel of St, 
Matthew, it seems Our Lord makes an exception: “And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, 
except for fornication, and marries another commits adultery” (Matthew 19:9).
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This exception is mentioned only in the Gospel of St. Matthew, the first written Gospel, 
addressed specifically to the Jews.

The Greek word porneia is used throughout the New Testament. It’s the word used in the Gospel
of St. Matthew for “fornication.” In the Acts of the Apostles and the letters of Saint Paul it means
“incest.” Our Lord just finished teaching “what God has put together, no man can separate.”

The “divorce” Our Lord was referring to was when somebody was in a relationship that violated 
natural law — a relationship like incest. So when a gentile converted, he would be obliged to 
“divorce” his apparent wife, a close relative.  

According to the Acts of the Apostles, Gentile converts weren’t required to be circumcised or 
follow Jewish purification rites, but they had to follow the requirements set out in the book of 
Leviticus — that they couldn’t eat meat offered to idols, eat blood or strangled animals, or have 
incestuous relationships.

Our Lord’s revelation that divorce was absolutely forbidden was a bombshell to his listeners. He 
equated remarriage to be a violation of the Sixth Commandment: “You shall not commit 
adultery.”

Until then, divorce and remarriage was common to Jews and Gentiles alike. His disciples 
lamented in Matthew’s Gospel: “If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is better not to 
marry” (Matthew 19:10–11).

When God calls a person to the sacrament of marriage as a path to holiness, He promises to give 
His divine grace to those who ask. He bore all our burdens and understands all our struggles, 
especially in the vocation of marriage. Again in Matthew's Gospel, all He asks us is to have 
confidence in Him: “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” 
(Matthew 11:29).
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