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FS  “Live what you believe.  Or 
you will believe what you live.”
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<<CAM 1>>
Hello everyone and welcome to our show Sleight of Hand Reception 
Deception.

I'm your host, Michael Voris.

Receiving Holy Communion in the hand, which is now common place, 
was developed by the original Protestant Revolutionaries to destroy 
faith in the Real Presence.

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen once said, “Live what you believe.  Or you
will believe what you live.”
Our repeated actions help shape our beliefs about the world around us.

The enemies of the Catholic Church know this relationship too.  
They've even applied it in the past to attack belief in the Eucharist and 
the Sacramental Priesthood.
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FS  Img 2 Paul VI
FS  “The only ones to 
communicate [that is... receive 
communion] always standing and 
with hands outstretched... who 
obstinately denied the Divinity of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ and who 
could not see in the Sacred 
Eucharist any more than a simple 
symbol of union, which can be 
taken and handled at will.”
Mysterium Fidei, Paul VI

<<CAM 2>>
An early example of this was the Arians who splintered from the 
Catholic Church in the fourth century when they taught the heresy that 
Jesus wasn't Divine.  They underscored their rejection of His Divinity 
by practicing Communion in the hand.  In 1965, Pope Paul VI in his 
apostolic exhortation Mysterium Fidei says of these same Arians that 
they were, QUOTE,
 
“The only ones to communicate [that is... receive communion] always 
standing and with hands outstretched... who obstinately denied the 
Divinity of Our Lord Jesus Christ and who could not see in the Sacred 
Eucharist any more than a simple symbol of union, which can be taken 
and handled at will.”  END QUOTE

In the sixteenth century we find many people who were raised Catholic
but then found themselves in churches setup by protestant 
revolutionaries of the Anglicans, Calvinists and Lutherans to name a 
few.  These former Catholics had been accustomed to seeing the priest 
ALONE touching the Eucharist with his consecrated hands.  They had 
grown up receiving Holy Communion on their tongues and while 



kneeling.  Old habits die hard. So many of these former Catholics 
continued to receive on their tongue and while kneeling early on in 
these protestant communities.
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<<CAM 1>>
One such protestant revolutionary in the fifteen hundreds was a former 
Catholic by the name of Martin Bucer.  Bucer not only was raised 
Catholic, he was also a Dominican friar.  He would go on to have great 
influence amongst Lutherans, Calvinists and the Anglicans.

In the book, Martin Bucer and the Book of Common Prayer, we read 
how Bucer urged the Anglican Archbishop Thomas Cranmer to change 
the Anglican liturgy.  Bucer directed Cranmer to rewrite the Book of 
Common Prayer so that communion in the hand would become the new
norm and communion on the tongue would only be tolerated until it 
was eventually banned.  

Bucer wanted everyone to handle the host so that all would stop 
believing that the Eucharist was special.  Bucer did not believe in the 
Real Presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament nor in the Priesthood. 
For him it was only logical then to treat both with contempt by insisting
that communion be handled by all.
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FS  “Some synods of the Calvinist
Church of Holland, in the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries, 
established formal bans on 
receiving Communion kneeling: 
Very early, the people might have...
received Communion kneeling 
but... several synods forbade this in
order to avoid any suggestion that 
the bread was being venerated.” 
Bishop Schneider, Dominus Est, 
p.46

<<CAM 2>>
Bishop Athanasius Schneider, is a modern day John the Baptist.  He is 
traveling the world pointing out to Catholics that Jesus is in their midst 
in the Eucharist and should be reverenced in their actions.  To this end 
he wrote a book Dominus Est... It is the Lord.  In his book he notes 
Catholics today often do not kneel in a line at the communion rail but 
move in lines up to the priest, and receive Holy Communion in the 
hand while standing.  This is identical to what the protestant 
revolutionaries introduced in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries as 
a denial of the Sacrament of the Eucharist and the Sacramental 
Priesthood.

Bishop Schneider writes, QUOTE,

“Some synods of the Calvinist Church of Holland, in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, established formal bans on receiving 
Communion kneeling:  Very early, the people might have... received 
Communion kneeling but... several synods forbade this in order to 
avoid any suggestion that the bread was being venerated.”  END 
QUOTE

At this point it is interesting to note that the Arians in the four 
hundreds, Bucer in the fifteen hundreds and Calvinists in the sixteen 
hundreds all purposely directed the people to stand for communion and 
to receive it in their hand.  They chose these methods precisely so that 
the people would learn by these repetitive actions to stop believing in 



the Sacramental Priesthood and in the Sacrament of the Eucharist.  The 
people stopped living in accord with what they had formerly believed 
and started believing what they now impiously lived.
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<<CAM 1>>
In 1996, when the Bishops of Argentina were allowing Communion in 
the hand in their dioceses, Bishop Rodolfo Laise stood alone in 
opposing the practice and would not allow it in his diocese of San Luis,
Argentina.  He was criticized for this by his fellow bishops which 
resulted in him writing the book, Communion in the Hand:  Documents
and History.  This book is a compendium of source material, material 
that could be obtained from Rome only by a bishop...  along with 
commentary from experts he enlisted to assist him in this singular 
endeavor. We will be leaning heavily on his work in this episode.
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GX  “[Holland...] a country 
where, already in 1965, 
Communion was given in the hand 
without complying with the 
express prohibition of Rome.”
Bishop Laise, Communion in the 
Hand: Documents and History, P. 
57

GX  “Soon afterwards, the Holy 
See demanded the correction of 
fourteen main points and forty-five
minor ones.”  ibid, p. 57

FS  “...in the Dutch Catechism, 
among other things; the real and 
substantial presence of Christ in 
the Eucharist was left in doubt... 
and an inadmissible explanation 
was given of transubstantiation... 
and any type of presence of Christ 
in the particles or fragments of the 
Host that become separated after 
the consecration was denied.”  ibid
pp. 59- 60

<<CAM 2>>
In seventeenth century Holland, Calvinists started communion in the 
hand to express their denial of the Real Presence and the Sacramental 
Priesthood.  Centuries later, in the 1960's, the sacramental priesthood 
and the Eucharist were again being denied.  And of course Communion
in the hand was beginning again.

On page 57 of his book, Bishop Laise says Holland was, QUOTE,
 
“a country where, already in 1965, Communion was given in the hand 
without complying with the express prohibition of Rome.”  END 
QUOTE

In 1966 the New Catechism, which became known as the notorious 
Dutch Catechism was published in Holland.  Of this catechism Laise 
relates that QUOTE,
“Soon afterwards, the Holy See demanded the correction of fourteen 
main points and forty-five minor ones.”  END QUOTE

Of the specific errors contained in this catechism Laise cites the 
following, QUOTE, 
“...in the Dutch Catechism, among other things; the real and substantial
presence of Christ in the Eucharist was left in doubt... and an 
inadmissible explanation was given of transubstantiation... and any 
type of presence of Christ in the particles or fragments of the Host that 
become separated after the consecration was denied.” END QUOTE
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FS “If we take into account that 
this is the doctrinal climate in 
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<<CAM 1>>
Bishop Laise sums it well saying, QUOTE, 

“If we take into account that this is the doctrinal climate in which 
Communion in the hand was introduced, we will understand why Paul 
VI  [in Mysterium Fidei] was preoccupied with preventing the spread 



why Paul VI  [in Mysterium Fidei] 
was preoccupied with preventing 
the spread of dangerous 'false 
opinions about the Holy Eucharist,'
sustained precisely by the 
promoters of the disobedience that 
introduced the rite.” ibid p. 61
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again

of dangerous 'false opinions about the Holy Eucharist,' sustained 
precisely by the promoters of the disobedience that introduced the rite.”
END QUOTE

The hierarchy of Holland fiercely resisted the Vatican's attempts to 
correct the many errors contained in the Dutch Catechism.  This 
struggle went on for years and is well documented by Bishop Laise in 
his book.  To think that the Catholic hierarchy of Holland and Belgium 
resisted these corrections from Rome, especially concerning core 
beliefs in the Eucharist and the priesthood, is simply mind numbing.
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FS  “Behind Communion in the 
hand... I wish to repeat and make 
as plain as I can... is a weakening, 
a conscious, deliberate weakening 
of faith in the Real Presence...  
Whatever you can do to stop 
Communion in the hand will be 
blessed by God.”  Father John 
Hardon, S.J., November 1, 1997, 
Call to Holiness Conference, 
Detroit, Michigan.

<<CAM 2>>
We see history repeating itself.  The protestants in their day rejected 
Catholic teaching on the priesthood and the Eucharist.  We see the 
same doctrines rejected in our times unbelievably by certain members 
of the hierarchy of the Catholic Church in Belgium and Holland.  Not 
coincidentally, both doctrinal climates saw the introduction of 
Communion in the hand.
 
Seeing this we can now appreciate the following quote made by the 
learned and well respected Fr. John Hardon [God rest his soul] at the 
Call to Holiness conference in Detroit, Michigan on November 1, 1997.

Fr. Hardon who said QUOTE,

“Behind Communion in the hand... I wish to repeat and make as plain 
as I can... is a weakening, a conscious, deliberate weakening of faith in 
the Real Presence...  Whatever you can do to stop Communion in the 
hand will be blessed by God.”  END QUOTE

CAM 1 <<CAM 1>>
Will you join in the fight to stop Communion in the hand?

God love you.  I'm Michael Voris.


