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Hello Everyone.  Welcome to this episode of Sleight of Hand 
Reception Deception.

I'm your host, Michael Voris.

In 1968, Pope Paul VI wanted to stop the disobedient practice of 
Communion in the hand.  So he charged a Vatican department to draft 
an instruction from him.
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FS  Img 1 Paul
FS “Let a summary report of the 
results of the consultation of the 
bishops be given... which will 
confirm the mind of the Holy See 
regarding the inopportuneness of 
the distribution of Holy 
Communion in the hands of the 
faithful, indicating the reasons for 
it (liturgical, pastoral, religious, 
etc.).  Therefore the present 
practice remains the norm.”  
Bishop Laise, Communion in the 
Hand: Documents and History, 
pp.86-87

GX “If any episcopal conferences 
nonetheless think that they ought 
to allow this innovation, let them 
resort to the Holy See, and 
afterwards to adhere, if the 
requested permission is granted, to 
the norms and instructions that will
accompany it.”  ibid, p. 87
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In a hand written memo the pope related the following points to be 
included, QUOTE,

“Let a summary report of the results of the consultation of the bishops 
be given which will confirm the mind of the Holy See regarding the 
inopportuneness of the distribution of Holy Communion in the hands of
the faithful, indicating the reasons for it (liturgical, pastoral, religious, 
etc.).  Therefore the present practice remains the norm.”  END QUOTE

But like with all things, there is a catch 22.  Paul VI went on to write in
the same memo, QUOTE,

“If any episcopal conferences nonetheless think that they ought to 
allow this innovation, let them resort to the Holy See, and afterwards to
adhere, if the requested permission is granted, to the norms and 
instructions that will accompany it.”  END QUOTE

Finally, the pope writes, QUOTE,

“...it must be kept in mind that the practice – or abuse – of distributing 
communion in the hand, is already widespread in some countries, and 
that the bishops - for example, Cardinal Suenens, etc. -  do not think it 



GX “...it must be kept in mind 
that the practice – or abuse – of 
distributing communion in the 
hand, is already widespread in 
some countries, and that the 
bishops - for example, Cardinal 
Suenens, etc. -  do not think it 
possible to suppress it.”  ibid p. 87

possible to suppress it.”  END QUOTE
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FS  Img 2 CDW
FS “in certain communities and in 
certain places this practice 
[Communion in the hand] has been
introduced, although the previously
requested approval of the Apostolic
See was lacking...”
Memoriale Domini, Par 4

GX “Due to an ever-urgent sense 
of the reverence due to the Blessed
Sacrament and the humility 
necessary in order to receive It, the
custom was established of the 
minister himself placing a particle 
of consecrated bread on the tongue 
of the communicant.”  ibid, par 7

<<CAM 1>>
Paul VI acted on this idea, that where the abuse started it couldn't be 
stopped and therefore he wanted to contain it...  much like a doctor 
would quarantine a plague for which he knew there was no cure.  
Maybe he realized those who allowed the abuse would not cooperate in
stopping it.  

Why he didn't just call in Suenens and say “suppress it or I will find 
someone else who can”  God only knows.  Unfortunately that was 
never his leadership style.

The instruction Memoriale Domini from the Congregation of Divine 
Worship was personally called for by Paul VI and even crafted in its 
essence by him.  After close review, he approved it.  Therefore the 
sentiments it conveys are closely aligned with his.

This instruction in section four says of Communion in the hand, 
QUOTE

“in certain communities and in certain places this practice has been 
introduced, although the previously requested approval of the Apostolic
See was lacking...”
END QUOTE

Here the abuse is called out for what it is... a blatant disregard for the 
then current law as well as a disregard for those in authority.

Section seven says, QUOTE

“Due to an ever-urgent sense of the reverence due to the Blessed 
Sacrament and the humility necessary in order to receive It, the custom 
was established of the minister himself placing a particle of 
consecrated bread on the tongue of the communicant.”  END QUOTE
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Here are two reasons given for Communion on the tongue.  First, the 
reverence due the Blessed Sacrament and second, the humility of the 



GX “This method of distributing 
holy Communion MUST BE 
RETAINED... not merely because 
it is rooted in many centuries of 
tradition, but especially because it 
expresses the reverence of the 
Christian faithful for the 
Eucharist....  it is PART of that 
preparation that is NEEDED for 
the MOST fruitful reception of the 
Body of the Lord.” ibid, par 8

communicant which is fostered by the act of being given communion 
and not of self-communicating. 

Section eight emphasizes the value of of “being fed” by saying of 
Communion on the tongue, QUOTE,

“This method of distributing holy Communion MUST BE 
RETAINED... not merely because it is rooted in many centuries of 
tradition, but especially because it expresses the reverence of the 
Christian faithful for the Eucharist....  it is PART of that preparation 
that is NEEDED for the MOST fruitful reception of the Body of the 
Lord.”  END QUOTE
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Lk 10.16 “He who hears you 
hears me...”

<<CAM 1>>
How much more clear can it get?  Communion on the tongue Must Be 
RETAINED because it is more reverent and better prepares us to 
receive more graces every time we receive communion.

People ask, if the pope doesn't like it, why doesn't he do something 
about it?  He did.  Right here.  They ask, did the pope ever come out 
and mandate that we receive on the tongue.  Answer... YES, right here! 

The fact that this has been hidden from most people and clergy is part 
of the Reception Deception eluded to in the title of this series.  Even 
more deceiving is the appearance of the false position that the Church 
is neutral to, or ok with, Communion in the hand.

Some people make a point to say Communion in the hand is not 
intrinsically evil.  The pope didn't say it was intrinsically evil here but 
he did give many other reasons for it to be stopped... such as it being 
less reverent, it occasions a loss of particles, it is a less fruitful 
preparation for communion, etc. 

Others say if it is allowed by the Church, then it's ok.  In this document 
the pope will allow some disobedient people to do it by making it 
legal... but only under certain circumstances.  But in the same 
document he will give a list of reasons why they and others shouldn't 
practice this abuse.  So, NO, just because it is allowed, or legal, doesn't 
mean it's OK.

This is the teaching of the Pope, the Vicar of Christ of whom Jesus 
said, “He who hears you hears me.”  Is anyone listening??



GX “...this practice... ensures 
more effectively that Holy 
Communion is distributed with all 
due respect, decorum, and dignity, 
so that the danger of profanation of
the Eucharistic species is 
prevented, in which  in a unique 
way, Christ, God and man, is 
present whole and entire, 
substantially and continually, so 
that finally the diligent care is 
preserved, which the Church 
always recommended regarding 
the fragments of the consecrated 
bread:  What you have allowed to 
fall, think of it as though one of 
your own members were 
amputated.”  Memoriale Domini, 
par 10

Continuing to promote Communion on the tongue, the document in 
section 10 states that, QUOTE

“...this practice... ensures more effectively that Holy Communion is 
distributed with all due respect, decorum, and dignity, so that the 
danger of profanation of the Eucharistic species is prevented, in which  
in a unique way, Christ, God and man, is present whole and entire, 
substantially and continually, so that finally the diligent care is 
preserved, which the Church always recommended regarding the 
fragments of the consecrated bread:  What you have allowed to fall, 
think of it as though one of your own members were amputated.”  END
QUOTE

CAM 2

FS Img 3 Jesus
FS “I will be with you all days 
even unto the consummation.” 
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Ok…  so how many of us are willing to risk dropping the smallest 
particle of the host if by that act our own leg or arm would be chopped 
off?  That being the case, not a single person would risk it.  So why are 
we so casual with the Body of Christ?  It's because we don't believe it 
is the Lord...  that's why.  We are so casual in our practice because we 
don't have the faith to believe in The Mystery of Faith.

Where is the safeguard ensuring no loss of particles when receiving 
Communion in the hand?  The fact that you may or may not check for 
particles is beside the point.  Very few do check.  Do you care about 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament or don't you?  If you do then start 
setting a good example by receiving Him on your tongue and further by
promoting this practice to others.

This is Mary's Son, the Son of God who we are talking about.  Do you 
believe He is present under the Eucharistic veil?  Do you care if small 
particles are dropped to the ground and He is then trampled upon and 
thus profaned?  How could we as Catholics come to a time when we 
are so numb to these realities...  When our faith is so weak and are 
hearts are so cold as to no longer care what happens to the One who 
said, 

FULL SCREEN QUOTE
QUOTE
“I will be with you all days even unto the consummation.”  END 
QUOTE



GX “A change in a matter of such 
importance, based on a most 
ancient and venerable tradition... 
can also bring certain dangers, 
which are feared to arise from the 
new manner of administering Holy
Communion: that of arriving at a 
lessening of reverence for the 
august Sacrament of the altar, or of
profanation of the Sacrament, or of
adulterating true doctrine.” 
Memoriale Domini, par. 12

 
He is here with us wherever the Eucharistic veil is present.   He is here 
under the appearance of bread and wine.  We must regain our faith in 
order to rekindle our Charity.

Section 12 relating the dangers associated with Communion in the hand
says, QUOTE,

“A change in a matter of such importance, based on a most ancient and 
venerable tradition... can also bring certain dangers, which are feared to
arise from the new manner of administering Holy Communion: that of 
arriving at a lessening of reverence for the august Sacrament of the 
altar, or of profanation of the Sacrament, or of adulterating true 
doctrine.”  END QUOTE
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GX “From the returns it is 
obvious that a large majority of 
bishops believe that the present 
discipline should remain 
unchanged and that if it were 
changed, it would be offensive to 
the sensibilities and the spirituality 
of these bishops and of the 
majority of the faithful.”  ibid par 
14

<<CAM 2>>
People today ask why we make such a big deal out of it.  Well, Rome 
here is saying it is a big deal... calling it  “a matter of such importance.”
Rome brings up again a loss of reverence and profanation which is loss 
of particles.  People stop going to mass because they stop believing that
Jesus is there.  They stop believing that Jesus is there because they lose 
reverence for the Blessed Sacrament.  They lose reverence because 
they treat him in a casual and careless manner.  The loss of true belief 
leads them to have false notions about the Eucharist as every survey 
shows.

It's a big deal because people aren't having a fruitful reception of Holy 
Communion and are thus deprived of the graces they need to stay on 
the narrow path of life.  The Pope is connecting all these problems 
directly to Communion in the hand.

Section fourteen speaks of the response by bishops who were polled 
about a change from Communion on the tongue to Communion in the 
hand.  It states, 
QUOTE

“From the returns it is obvious that a large majority of bishops believe 
that the present discipline should remain unchanged and that if it were 
changed, it would be offensive to the sensibilities and the spirituality of
these bishops and of the majority of the faithful.”  END QUOTE

Some people say that it wouldn't hurt their faith at all.  Maybe not, but 
in Christian charity we are called not only to think of ourselves but 
others as well whose faith may be more easily hurt.



GX “... in view of the seriousness 
of the matter and the force of the 
arguments put forward, the Holy 
Father has felt that the time-
honored way of administering 
Holy Communion to the faithful 
SHOULD NOT BE changed.” ibid 
par 15

GX “The Apostolic See therefore 
emphatically urges bishops, priests 
and faithful to submit diligently to 
the law which is still valid and 
which has again been confirmed, in
accordance with both the judgment
given by the majority of Catholic  
bishops, and the form of the rite 
currently in use in the Sacred 
Liturgy, and out of the common 
good of the Church.”  ibid par 16

Section fifteen, like section eight, relates that Communion on the 
tongue should not be changed saying, QUOTE,

“... in view of the seriousness of the matter and the force of the 
arguments put forward, the Holy Father has felt that the time-honored 
way of administering Holy Communion to the faithful SHOULD NOT 
BE changed.” END QUOTE

In Section sixteen, Memoriale Domini uses extremely clear and 
strongly worded language when exhorting that all keep the rite of 
Communion on the tongue saying, QUOTE, 

“The Apostolic See therefore emphatically urges bishops, priests and 
faithful to submit diligently to the law which is still valid and which 
has again been confirmed, in accordance with both the judgment given 
by the majority of Catholic  bishops, and the form of the rite currently 
in use in the Sacred Liturgy, and out of the common good of the 
Church.”  END QUOTE
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So here is the Church saying the matter of placing the host into the 
hands of laity is serious.  Here is the Church saying straight out, don't 
practice Communion in the hand.  Here is the Church giving the many 
reasons for Her decision.

If you could ask Paul VI what was the biggest mistake of his 
pontificate... He'd probably say,  “Making an exception at the end of 
Memoriale Domini for disobedient people to legally receive 
Communion in the hand.”

Stay tuned next week as we look at the unfortunate ending to 
Memoriale Domini.  We will see how this loophole would be exploited 
by those who practiced Sleight of Hand.

God love you.  I'm Michael Voris.


