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Hello Everyone.  Welcome to Sleight of Hand Reception Deception.

I'm your host, Michael Voris.

Pope Paul VI ordered that a document be written to reign in the illegal 
practice of Communion in the hand. The document was titled 
Memoriale Domini, and was full of reasons why everyone should 
receive our Lord's Sacred Body directly on their Tongue and not in 
their hand. 
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You're probably asking yourself...  If the Holy See commanded this in 
1969, why haven't I heard about it?  And more importantly...  How is it 
that Communion in the hand spread so fast if just the opposite was 
intended by Rome?

Well, the Holy Father, like any leader, has to fight with the troops he 
has.  Sometimes the bishops in authority under him don't follow his 
lead.  They don't always do what they're supposed to for one reason or 
another.  And sometimes their actions show their apostolic lineage goes
back to the first bishop to turn traitor, Judas Iscariot. 

The bishops should have promoted these directives from Rome 
regarding the reception of Holy Communion.  Sad to say, they failed 
the Holy Father in this important mission he entrusted to them.  This is 
shown by how few laity and clergy actually know the mind of the 
Church in this regard.
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People were lead to believe Communion in the hand was either no big 
deal or that it was preferred by the Church.  Some lost faith in the 
Eucharist as they saw the Sacred Species treated like common bread... 
and they left the Church because of it.  Some lost faith in the Church as
they saw Her not protect Jesus in the Eucharist and they left because of 
it.

For the New Evangelization to bring these people back into the Church,
it's necessary to retrace the steps which led many of these former 



Catholics away from the Church.  The abuse of Communion in the 
hand must be called out for what it is.  And Paul VI needs to be shown 
as the staunch promoter of Communion on the tongue that he was.

We see its the bishops who are to blame for the spread of Communion 
in the hand and not Vatican II nor the Popes.  The teaching in  
Memoriale Domini wasn’t preached by the bishops.  Instead we 
received a spun version of how Communion in the hand was acceptable
or even preferred by the Church.  This is part of that Reception 
Deception eluded to in the title of this show
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FS  “Where contrary usage, that 
of placing holy Communion in the 
hand, already prevails... in these 
specific cases, the Episcopal 
Conferences after a prudent study...
the decisions are to be made by a 
two-thirds majority and by a secret 
vote.  They should present them to 
the Holy See for the necessary 
confirmation, accompanied by a 
careful explanation of the reasons 
by which they were led to making 
them.  The Holy See will examine 
each case carefully....” 
Congregation Of Divine Worship 
Memoriale Domini, par 17,18
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Various leaders in the Church allowed children to be taught to receive 
our Lord's body in their hands at first Holy Communion.  The same 
leaders were often silent about the instruction Memoriale Domini and 
its points.  They did little to stem the tide as Communion in the hand 
became common place in their own dioceses.

If we had followed the intentions of Pope Paul VI as they were 
expressed in Memoriale Domini, Communion in the hand would not be
a problem today.  There would be no large scale defections from the 
Church due to loss of faith in the Eucharist....  Nor due to loss of faith 
in the Church as the protector of Jesus in the Eucharist.

Papal critics quickly point out, Paul VI allowed a “disobedience 
clause” at the end of Memoriale Domini.  They say this catch 22 paved 
the way for Communion in the hand to spread.  They speak as if the 
intended purpose of this document was to legalize this abuse.

This concession reads, QUOTE,

“Where contrary usage, that of placing holy Communion in the hand, 
ALREADY prevails... in THESE SPECIFIC CASES, the Episcopal 
Conferences after a prudent study... the decisions are to be made by a 
two-thirds majority and by a secret vote.  They should present them to 
the Holy See for the necessary confirmation, accompanied by a careful 
explanation of the reasons by which they were led to making them.  
The Holy See will examine each case carefully....”  END QUOTE
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This last section of the document, by far the smallest section, receives 
all the headlines from the few people who discuss it.  But this section 
was written only for a small group of people at that time in the 



Church...   specifically those,  “Where... Communion in the hand 
ALREADY prevails.”  This meant only Holland, Belgium, Germany 
and France.  These were the only locations where disobedient bishops 
were seeking to have the abuse legitimized after they had started the 
abuse and were refusing to stop the practice as Rome ordered.

The clause speaks not merely in the present tense “where contrary 
usage prevails”,  as if it may apply to anyone in the future.  No, it 
specifically says,  “where contrary usage ALREADY prevails” 
anchoring it to what had already occurred at the time of this document.

It seems reasonable that this was not an “open ended” condition to be 
applied to whoever may, by disobedience, start the abuse in the future.  
No, this is a narrow interpretation which agrees with the rest of the 
document.  It explicitly orders all other people to practice only 
Communion on the tongue from that time on forward.

The whole rest of the document was meant for everyone else in the 
Church. Pope Paul VI never imagined the rest of the world would use 
this instruction as the means to acquire the permission to distribute 
Communion in the hand.  In his mind this document would quarantine 
the abuse to the few countries where it had already been illegally 
introduced such as the Netherlands and Germany.
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We can identify many rode blocks the pope put in this document to stop
Communion in the hand from spreading.

First.  He polled all the bishops and posted the results... specifically 
that the majority of bishops were against it.

Second.  More than once he ordered that Communion on the tongue 
must be retained.  No more experimenting with the liturgy would be 
allowed in this regard.  Therefore no other conferences were supposed 
to become affected by this abuse or seek permission to legalize it.

Third. Only those places where it is ALREADY a prevailing custom 
even have the possibility to vote to petition the Holy See for the 
exception.  If bishops could stop the abuse then they were directed to 
do so by the Holy See.

Fourth.  For the episcopal conference of a country to petition Rome 
they had to have a two-thirds majority vote in this regard and it had to 
be by a secret ballot at their meeting.  Keep these two points in mind 
when we take a look back to 1977 at what happened with our own 
bishops meeting in America.

Fifth.  Even after all that Rome still has to give approval and could say 
no.



Sixth.  The document also speaks of conditions which would 
accompany any approval by Rome.  

These conditions, seven to be exact, were part of any future indult 
granted.
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If these points were followed in this last section then few parts of the 
world would have Communion in the hand being practiced today. 

Paul VI thought these various road blocks would contain the abuse to 
those Catholics in the Netherlands and Germany where disobedience 
already prevailed.  Little did he realize that many other bishops 
conferences would ignore his instructions and instead exploit his very 
narrow exception.

Certain conferences would deliberately skip the necessary conditions to
get  Rome's permission.  This is what is meant by Sleight of Hand 
techniques.  The actions of these bishops would eventually cause many 
defections from the Church.   People seeing the Eucharist handled so 
carelessly would come to lose faith in the Real Presence.

And what many people, including many bishops and priests of today 
are unaware of is that the American bishops of the time used deception 
to promote the practice of reception of Holy Communion in the hand.  
We’ll focus on that in our next episode.

God love you.  I'm Michael Voris


