
Show Title: Sleight of Hand Reception Deception

Episode Title: Episode 11: Conditions For Permission

Written By: Bradley Eli  M.Div., MATh

VIDEO AUDIO
CAM 1 <<CAM 1>>

Hello Everyone.  Welcome to this episode of Sleight of Hand Reception
Deception.

I'm your host, Michael Voris.

Img 1 C Bern Communion in the Hand came to America in 1977.  Rome granted 
permission after American bishops applied for it.

 

Now, nearly forty years later questions are being raised whether 
deceitful tactics were used by the head of the American bishops, 
Cardinal Joseph Bernadine, in order to get that permission. 

How that permission was obtained is one issue. 

But there is another issue in someways even more troubling.

The issue here is this – Rome commands that when special permission 
is given, it is given conditionally. There are, in this case, seven 
conditions and all must be met.

The canonical Latin phrase referring to these seven conditions is, “Sine 
Qua non”... meaning  “Without which, nothing”... This phrase means 
these conditions must be met in practice as the related permission 
hinges upon them being kept or not.

“In reply to the request of your 
conference of bishops regarding 
permission to give communion by 
placing the host on the hand of the 
faithful... The condition is the 

Here is what Rome tells bishops conferences, QUOTE,

“In reply to the request of your conference of bishops regarding 
permission to give communion by placing the host on the hand of the 
faithful... The condition is the complete avoidance of any cause for the 
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complete avoidance of any cause 
for the faithful to be shocked and 
any danger of irreverence toward 
the Eucharist. The following norms
must therefore be respected.”   
Congregation for Divine Worship, 
En reponse, Notitiae 5, 1969, pp 
351-353) 
[http://www.ewtn.com/expert/answ
ers/communion_in_hand.htm]

faithful to be shocked and any danger of irreverence toward the 
Eucharist.  The following norms MUST therefore be respected.” 

END QUOTE

CAM 2

“The option offered to the faithful 
of receiving the Eucharistic bread 
in their hand... must also increase 
their faith in the sublime reality of 
the Lord's body and blood, which 
they touch with their hand. Their 
attitude of reverence must measure
up to what they are doing.”

Congregation for Divine Worship, 
En reponse, Notitiae 5, 1969, pp 
351-353) 
[http://www.ewtn.com/expert/answ
ers/communion_in_hand.htm]
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While there are seven... we will focus on two.

The first one which is 'norm' three says, QUOTE,

“The option offered to the faithful of receiving the Eucharistic bread in 
their hand... MUST also increase their faith in the sublime reality of the
Lord's body and blood, which they touch with their hand.  Their 
attitude of reverence must measure up to what they are doing.”

END QUOTE

As an important aside… we have covered lots of times how official 
texts are poorly translated. This norm is no exception. The original 
document was left in French when officially recorded by the Church.

Img 7 Cor

“... will thus...  increase of faith in 
the great reality of the Body and 
Blood of Our Lord.”  Austin 
Flannery, Conciliar and Post 
Conciliar Documents, p.153

Img 7 Flan

There is a common mistranslation of this third condition, from the 
French original text that makes it no longer a condition but rather a 
statement saying in effect that Communion in the hand, QUOTE

“... WILL also increase each one's faith in the great reality of the Body 
and Blood of Our Lord.” END QUOTE

IMG 2 Bishop Laise

“Point 3 of the letter is a condition 
for receiving Communion in the 
hand, not an advantage that this 

A South American bishop, versed in these languages and with access to 
the official documents took note of this mistranslation in his research 
saying, QUOTE
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brings of itself.”  Bishop Laise,

Communion in the Hand: 
Documents and History, p. 66

“Point 3 of the letter is a CONDITION for receiving Communion in the
hand, not an ADVANTAGE that this brings of itself.”  END QUOTE

CAM 1

Img 3 PPVI

“The greatest thing to be feared is 
a lessening of respect for worship 
of the Eucharist.”  Consilium, 
Letter to Bishops, 1968, point 3.  
[Bishop Laise, Communion in the 
Hand: Documents and History, 
p.80]

<<CAM 1>>

Pope Paul VI was adamant on this point as well.  In 1968, he told the 
worlds bishops that, QUOTE,

“The greatest thing to be feared is a lessening of respect for worship of 
the Eucharist.”  END QUOTE

IMG 4 JP II

“In some countries the practice of 
receiving communion in the hand 
has been introduced... However, 
cases of deplorable lack of respect 
toward the Eucharistic species 
have been reported, cases which 
are imputable not only to the 
individuals guilty of such behavior,
but also to the pastors of the 
Church who have not been vigilant
enough regarding the attitude of 
the faithful towards the 
Eucharist...”  St. Pope John Paul II,

Dominicae Cenae, par 11

In the 1980 Apostolic Exhortation Dominicae Cenae, Saint John Paul 
II, in section 11 said, QUOTE

“In some countries the practice of receiving communion in the hand has
been introduced... However, cases of deplorable LACK of respect 
toward the Eucharistic species have been reported, cases which are 
imputable not only to the individuals guilty of such behavior, but also 
to the PASTORS of the Church who have not been vigilant enough 
regarding the attitude of the faithful towards the Eucharist...” 

END QUOTE

Overwhelming statistics from every liturgical poll taken in the last forty
years show that people are rapidly losing faith in the Real Presence of 
Jesus in the Eucharist. 

Some people may say Communion in the hand doesn’t change anyone's
faith in the Blessed Sacrament.

But NOBODY says it increases peoples' faith in the Eucharist. 

Condition three says, the practice MUST INCREASE people's faith in 
the Real Presence. If this condition is not met then permission for 
Communion in the hand is not allowed in practice.
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Some priests say they are morally certain from pastoral experience that 
the practice of Communion in the hand is not increasing peoples' faith. 

Therefore they say they are morally certain they are not keeping this 
third condition and therefore do not have permission to distribute 
Communion in the hand.

So now... if you are a priest and you have serious doubts whether your 
distribution of Holy Communion in the hand is not increasing your 
peoples' faith in the Real Presence, then you've got some serious 
reflecting to do. 

The Church commands that this practice only be allowed if faith in the 
Real Presence is increased. If you greatly suspect this is not happening, 
then you are now in a moral dilemma. 

So for a priest to distribute Communion in the hand without due 
authorization is to be disobedient to the universal law of the Church. 

Church law still stipulates Holy Communion must be distributed on the 
tongue unless otherwise authorized.

CAM 1

“Whatever procedure is adopted, 
care must be taken not to allow 
particles of the Eucharistic bread 
to fall or be scattered. Care must 
also be taken that the 
communicants have clean hands...”

Congregation for Divine Worship, 
En reponse, Notitiae 5, 1969, pp 
351-353)

[http://www.ewtn.com/expert/answ
ers/communion_in_hand.htm]
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However, there is another condition that each priest must consider.

Norm five says, QUOTE,

“Whatever procedure is adopted, care must be taken not to allow 
particles of the Eucharistic bread to fall or be scattered. Care must also 
be taken that the communicants have clean hands...”  END QUOTE

Img 5 P.P.VI Pope Paul VI, spoke to this also saying, QUOTE,
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Leave the following quote up until 
Micahel says, “...huge concern if 
distributing Communion in the 
hand”

“One must ask with anxiety 
whether the fragments of 
consecrated bread will always be 
gathered up and consumed with 
the full respect they deserve. If 
even now, when a communion 
plate is used, it is so easy for 
fragments to fall and to scatter, 
what will it be when the particle is 
placed in the hands of the faithful, 
of whom not all will have the 
sensitivity and attention for 
gathering them up promptly?” 

Consilium, Letter to Bishops, 
1968, point 4.  [Bishop Laise, 
Communion in the Hand: 
Documents and History, pp.80-81]

“One must ask with anxiety whether the fragments of consecrated 
bread will always be gathered up and consumed with the full respect 
they deserve. If even now, when a communion plate is used, it is so 
easy for fragments to fall and to scatter, what will it be when the 
particle is placed in the hands of the faithful, of whom not all will have 
the sensitivity and attention for gathering them up promptly?” 

END QUOTE

Right here the Pope is saying loss of particles of the Blessed Sacrament
is a huge concern if distributing Communion in the hand.

Leave the following quote up until 
Micahel says, “...a breaking of the 
first commandment...  Not 
something to be taken lightly.”

“On the part of both the minister 
and the recipient, whenever the 
host is placed in the hand of a 
communicant there must be careful
concern and caution, especially 
about particles that might fall from
the hosts.” Immensae Caritatis, par
4.

The Vatican followed up on this three years later saying, QUOTE,

“On the part of both the minister and the recipient, whenever the host is
placed in the hand of a communicant there must be careful concern and 
caution, especially about particles that might fall from the hosts.” 

END QUOTE
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So where is the “careful concern and caution about particles that might 
fall”?  Seldom if ever do you see either priest or laiety checking for 
particles that might be clinging to their hands.

Some insightful pastors say from pastoral experience of handling the 
host, they are morally certain there will be some loss of particles of the 
hosts due to distributing Communion into the hands of the multitudes at
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Mass.

Thus they’re morally certain that at any given Mass they aren't keeping 
condition five. So they do not have permission to distribute 
Communion in the hand.

Once again the practice without authorization is an abuse against 
universal Church law which is a sin of disobedience... a breaking of the
fourth commandment.

But to do something you are morally certain would result in particles of
the Eucharist falling to the ground where they would certainly be 
trampled upon would also be a sacrilege... a breaking of the first 
commandment...  Not something to be taken lightly.

Leave this quote up until Michael 
says, “... see this risk for what it is 
and stop dispensing Communion in
the hand.

“If there is a risk of profanation, 
then Holy Communion should not 
be given in the hand to the 
faithful.”  Congregation of Divine 
Worship, Redemeptionis 
Sacramentum, 2004, norm 92.

Speaking to this very topic, the Vatican's Congregation for Divine 
Worship (or CDW) said as recently as 2004, QUOTE, 

“If there is a RISK of profanation, then Holy Communion SHOULD 
NOT be given in the hand to the faithful.” END QUOTE

This recent statement by the way is the current liturgical norm in force.

CAM 1 <<CAM 1>>

The Holy Father and the CDW have warned many times there is a risk 
of profanation of the Eucharist when distributing Communion in the 
hand. It's time that priests see this risk for what it is and stop dispensing
Communion in the hand.

IMG 6 C Ranj.
Leave this quote up until 
“...pray for this intention.”

“I think it is now time to evaluate 
carefully the practice of 
Communion in the hand and, if 
necessary, to abandon what was 
actually never called for in the 
Vatican II document Sacrosanctum
Concilium nor by the Council 
Fathers but was, in fact, 
“accepted” after it was introduced 

As for our opinion of what Holy Mother Church ought to do in this 
regard we turn to Cardinal Albert Malcolm Ranjith who said, QUOTE,

“I think it is now time to evaluate carefully the practice of Communion 
in the hand and, if necessary, to ABANDON what was actually never 
called for in the Vatican II document Sacrosanctum Concilium nor by 
the Council Fathers but was, in fact, “accepted” after it was introduced 
as an abuse in some countries.”  END QUOTE
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as an abuse in some countries.”  
Cardinal Ranjith, Dominus Est: It 
is the Lord, p. 17

Please join us as we pray for this intention.

God love you. I'm Michael Voris.
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