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<<CAM 1>>
Hello and Welcome to this edition of 
Wisdom of the Fathers.

The Catholic faith is one of rich 
intellectual tradition … stretching all the 
way back to the time of Christ.

When Christ ascended into Heaven … He 
left us a church that was in its infancy … 
in its self-understanding.    

This infancy created a NEED within in 
the church for individuals to RISE UP and
think about … pray over … and meditate 
upon what God was revealing.   

The answer to this NEED was the Church
Fathers … certain individuals who were 
intellectual giants … gifted with the 
ability to either break down an article of 
faith into its simplest form or develop it 
further.  

They did this so ‘we’ ordinary Catholics 
could understand the fullness of what 
Jesus was trying to purport to us in 
sacred scripture and apostolic tradition 
… also known as the Deposit of Faith.

In this eleventh episode of Wisdom of 
the Fathers we’re going to talk about St. 
Ignatius of Antioch ... an initial Father of 
the Church. <<CAM 2>>

Now … before we dive into the details of 
his life … let’s focus our attention on the 
worth of this man.

St. Ignatius was bishop of Antioch in 
Syria and a second generation Church 
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leader.  His predecessors were the 
apostles.  

His surname … Theophorus … is a Greek 
name and means “God-Bearer.”  He was a
true athlete of Christ.  He holds the triple
honor of apostle … bishop … and martyr. 
He had an enthusiastic devotion to duty 
… a passionate love for sacrifice … and an
utter fearlessness in the defense of 
Christian truth.  He also had zeal for the 
spiritual well being of those under his 
charge. <<CAM 1>>

He was very much concerned about his 
flock to the point that he performed his 
pastoral duties to the greatest extent.  
For example ... he prayed for them.  He 
constantly exhorted them to 
demonstrate unfailing obedience to their
bishops.  He taught them all the Catholic 
truth.  In addition ... he eagerly sighed for
the crown of martyrdom ... that his own 
blood may cause them to experience a 
deeper conversion.      

St. Ignatius was also known as an 
eloquent writer.  He authored seven 
letters that had exceptional influence in 
the early church.  He was anxious to 
counteract the teachings of two groups: 
the Judaizers … who did not accept the 
authority of the New Testament … and 
the Docetists … who claimed that Christ’s
sufferings and death were only apparent 
in mere semblance rather than reality.
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The Life of St. Ignatius of
Antioch

<<CAM 2>>
St. Ignatius of Antioch was born in 35 
A.D. in a province of Syria in the Roman 
Empire. 
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He converted to Christianity at a young 
age.  Tradition holds that St. Ignatius was
one of the children whom Jesus took in 
his arms and blessed.  Ignatius was a 
student of John the Apostle.  When he 
was 34 … he was chosen to serve as the 
Bishop of Antioch … succeeding St. Peter 
and St. Evodius.  

For the next 38 years ... St. Ignatius went 
about ministering to his people … 
encouraging them ... admonishing 
them ... catechizing them … and 
protecting them.  It was during this time 
that he wrote many of his greatest 
works.   
<<CAM 1>>

At the age of 72 … under the terrible 
reign of the brutal Emperor Trajan … St. 
Ignatius was seized by the authorities 
and taken to Rome.  On the way to Rome 
… Ignatius wrote a series of letters …, 
which have been preserved as an 
example of very early Christian theology. 
He made good use of the time by writing 
seven letters of encouragement … 
instruction … and inspiration to the 
Christians in those communities.  Once 
in Rome … he was sentenced to death 
because he refused to renounce the 
Christian faith.   

He was led to the Coliseum where he was
savagely martyred by wild beasts.  
Before his death he uttered these words 
… “Let me be fodder for wild beasts – 
that is how I can get to God. I am God’s 
wheat and I am being ground by the 
teeth of wild beasts to make a pure loaf 
for Christ.”  St. Ignatius is one of the five 
Apostolic Fathers.  He wrote on such 
topics as ecclesiology … the sacraments 
… and the role of bishops.         
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Now that we have an understanding of 
who St. Ignatius of Antioch was … let’s 
take a look at what he had to say about 
the bishops’ … priests … and deacons.  
<<CAM 2>>
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St. Ignatius on Bishops,
Priests, and Deacons

 “Take care to do all things in harmony 
with God, with the bishop presiding in 
the place of God, and with the presbyters
in the place of the council of the apostles,
and with the deacons, who are most dear
to me, entrusted with the business of 
Jesus Christ, who was with the Father 
from the beginning and is at last made 
manifest” (ibid., 6:1).

“Indeed, when you submit to the bishop 
as you would to Jesus Christ, it is clear to 
me that you are living not in the manner 
of men but as Jesus Christ, who died for 
us, that through faith in his death you 
might escape dying. It is necessary, 
therefore—and such is your practice that
you do nothing without the bishop, and 
that you be subject also to the 
presbytery, as to the apostles of Jesus 
Christ our hope, in whom we shall be 
found, if we live in him. It is necessary 
also that the deacons, the dispensers of 
the mysteries [sacraments] of Jesus 
Christ, be in every way pleasing to all 
men. For they are not the deacons of 
food and drink, but servants of the 
Church of God. They must therefore 
guard against blame as against fire” 
(Letter to the Trallians 2:1–3 [A.D. 110]).

“Take care, therefore, to be confirmed in 
the decrees of the Lord and of the 
apostles, in order that in everything you 
do, you may prosper in body and in soul, 
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in faith and in love, in Son and in Father 
and in Spirit, in beginning and in end, 
together with your most reverend 
bishop; and with that fittingly woven 
spiritual crown, the presbytery; and with
the deacons, men of God. Be subject to 
the bishop and to one another as Jesus 
Christ was subject to the Father, and the 
apostles were subject to Christ and to the
Father; so that there may be unity in 
both body and spirit” (ibid., 13:1–2).

 “In like manner let everyone respect the 
deacons as they would respect Jesus 
Christ, and just as they respect the 
bishop as a type of the Father, and the 
presbyters as the council of God and 
college of the apostles. Without these, it 
cannot be called a church. I am confident 
that you accept this, for I have received 
the exemplar of your love and have it 
with me in the person of your bishop. His
very demeanor is a great lesson and his 
meekness is his strength. I believe that 
even the godless do respect him” (ibid., 
3:1–2).

“He that is within the sanctuary is pure; 
but he that is outside the sanctuary is 
not pure. In other words, anyone who 
acts without the bishop and the 
presbytery and the deacons does not 
have a clear conscience” (ibid., 7:2).

Att. Russell on screen; no pictures or 
animations.

Conclusion

<<CAM 2>>
Well … that’s all for this episode!  Thank 
you for tuning in to Wisdom of the 
Fathers!

AND make sure to catch us next time … 
where we discuss our next Church 
Father … St. Epiphanius of Salamis and 
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what he had to say about women and the
priesthood.

I’m Russell Voris. God Bless!!     
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